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PREFACE. 


NOTIFICATION. 

Prize  Essays  against  the  Practice  of  Infanticide . 

The  Hon’ble  the  Governor  in  Council  has  again 
been  pleased  to  authorize  the  award  of  Two  Prizes 
for  Essays  against  the  practice  of  Female  Infanti¬ 
cide,  viz.  a  Prize  of  Rupees  (600)  six  hundred  for 
the  First,  and  Rupees  (400)  four  hundred  for  the 
Second  Essay,  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — * 

1.  The  prizes  to  be  open  to  general  competition 
among  the  Native  Students  of  any  of  the  public  or 
private  Educational  Establishments  of  this  Presi¬ 
dency. 

2.  The  Essays  to  be  composed  in  the  English 
language,  and  accompanied  with  a  Goojerathee 
Translation,  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  not  in  the 
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hand-writing  of  the  authors,  and  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government 
before  the  1st  September  1848. 

3.  To  each  Essay  a  Motto  must  be  affixed,  and 
the  Essay  must  he  accompanied  with  a  sealed  note, 
bearing  on  the  outside  the  same.  Motto  as  that  af¬ 
fixed  to  the  Essay,  and  within,  the  Author’s  name. 

4.  The  Essays  will  be  submitted  by  Government 
for  the  report  of  a  Committee  selected  for  the  pur¬ 
pose.  The  sealed  notes  which  accompany  the  suc¬ 
cessful  Essays  will  alone  be  opened,  and  these  Essays 
will  become  the  property  of  Government ;  the  others 
will,  on  application,  be  returned  unopened,  with 
their  respective  Essays,  to  the  authors. 

5.  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the 
Prizes  will  not  be  awarded,  unless  the  First  and 
Second  Essays  be  considered  worthy  of  such  dis». 
iinction  by  the  Examining  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Education., 

HENRY  J.  CARTER, 
Officiating  Secretary . 


Bombay ,  1th  March  1848. 
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NOTIFICATION. 

The  Hon’ble  the  Governor  in  Council,  under  date 
the  9th  March  1848,#  was  pleased  to  authorize  the 
award  of  Two  Prizes  for  Essays  on  Female  Infan¬ 
ticide,  viz.  a  Prize  of  Rupees  (600)  six  hundred  for 
the  Best,  and  one  of  Rupees  (400)  four  hundred  for 
the  Second  Essay,  subject  to  certain  conditions. 

Five  Essays  were  received  by  Government,  and 
submitted  for  the  opinion  and  report  of  a  Committee 
composed  of  the  following-  Gentlemen : — The  Revd. 
G.  Pigott;  C.  J.  Erskine,  Esq.,  C.  S.,  Deput}^  Se¬ 
cretary  to  Government  in  the  Persian  Department ; 
and  H.  J.  Carter,  Esq.,  Officiating  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  in  favour  of  the 
Essay  bearing  the  Motto,  “  He  who  saveth  a  Soul 
alive ,  shall  he  as  if  he  had  saved  the  lives  of  all 
mankind and  the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  in 
Council,  concurring  with  the  Committee  in  their 
opinion  regarding  the  comparative  merit  of  the 
Essay,  has  been  pleased  to  award  to  the  author  of  it 
the  Second  Prize,  viz.  Rupees  (400)  four  hundred. 

On  opening  the  sealed  note  which  accompanied 
*  Date  of  publication  of  “  Notification.” 
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this  Essay,  the  author’s  name  was  found  to  be  Coover- 
jee  Rustomjee  Mody,  late  an  Assistant  Teacher  in 
the  Elphinstone  Institution,  to  whom  the  Officiating 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  has  been  di¬ 
rected  to  make  over  the  sum  mentioned. 

None  of  the  other  Essays  having  been  deemed 
worthy  of  either  Prize,  they  will,  on  application  to 
the  Board  of  Education,  be  returned  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  Authors. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Education  i 

HENRY  J.  CARTER, 

Officiating  Secretary * 

Bombay ,  3rd  April  1849. 


PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 


C NOT  TRANSLATED.) 


The  very  title  of  this  small  Tract  suggests  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject — a  subject  which 
has  been  treated  by  abler  hands  than  mine.  But 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities  I  shall  spare  no  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  the  following  pages  acceptable. 

1  am  not  aware  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  which  invites  this  Essay,  that  the 
author  should  enumerate  in  it  the  methods  observed 
by  the  Rajpoots  in  exterminating  so  many  of  their 
female  infants,  and  the  reasons  which  they  assign 
for  so  diabolical  an  act,  (for  with  the  methods  and 
reasons  the  Government  is  well  acquainted,)  yet  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  give  here  a  short  account 
of  those  methods  and  reasons  for  the  information  of 
that  part  of  the  public  who  have  no  knowledge 
of  them,  and  whose  curiosity  may  naturally  be  ex¬ 
cited  to  know  them. 

Milk,  which  is  designed  by  Nature  to  form  the 
food  of  the  new-born  babe,  is  the  substance  used  for 
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the  cruel  purpose  here  referred  to.  In  a  vessel  full  of 
this  nourishing-  liquid,  the  stony-hearted  parents,  or 
their  female  attendants,  plunge  the  female  infants  as 
soon  as  they  come  into  existence,  and  they  are  made 
to  struggle  in  it  till  the  vital  principle  is  extinguish¬ 
ed  in  them.  Opium  is  not  unfrequently  made  the 
instrument  through  which  these  Rajpoots  perpetrate 
the  horrifying  deed.  The  manner  of  doing  it  is  thus 
related  : — The  mother  applies  it  to  the  nipples  of  her 
breast,  and  it  is  insensibly  imbibed  with  the  milk  by 
the  infant,  and  has  the  effect  of  extinguishing  its  life. 
A  Rajpoot,  who  is  in  my  service,  told  me,  when 
I  asked  him  for  some  information  upon  this  topic, 
that  Ids  countrymen  stick  a  hit  of  the  drug  to  the 
roofs  of  their  infants’  mouths,  and  allow  them  to 
remain  in  this  dangerous  position  for  a  minute  or 
two,  during  which  the  heat  of  the  mouth  melts 
the  drug,  and  it  is  taken  into  their  system,  and 
hurries  them  into  eternitv.  The  extinction  of 
life  is  sometimes  effected  bv  means  of  suffocation, 
the  umbilical  cord  and  secundines  being  placed  on 
the  nose  and  mouth  of  infants  to  check  respiration. 
He  further  added,  that  his  father  had  made  away 
with  the  lives  of  his  three  sisters  in  this  manner. 

The  disgrace  which  daughters  are  supposed  by  the 
people  to  bring  upon  their  parents,  if  they  remain 
unmarried  at  an  age  which  would  be  considered 
childhood  in  England, — a  law  or  custom  which 
requires  the  bride’s  lather  to  pay  almost  divine  honor 
to  the  bridegroom,  which  the  proud  Rajpoot  thinks 
it  beneath  the  dignity  of  his  martial  spirit  to  stoop 
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to,  for  the  sake  of  a  daughter, — want  of  suitable 
matches  for  their  daughters, — exorbitant  demands  of 
Bnats  and  Charons  on  the  occasion  of  marriage, — • 
great  expense  of  dowry, — veneration  for  a  usage 
handed  down  from  their  ancestors,  and  other  such 
motives,  constitute  the  principal  reasons  which  the 
Rajpoots  advance  in  justification  of  the  commission 
of  this  most  horrible  crime.  It  shall  be  my  endea¬ 
vour  to  show  the  futility  and  folly  of  these  reasons, 
as  we  proceed. 

The  unnatural  practice  was  once  prevalent  amongst 
the  Rajpoots  of  all  classes  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  India,  but  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  the 
British  Government  in  this  sacred  cause,  has  made 
a  singular  conquest  over  the  revolting  custom. 

The  humanity  of  the  British  Government,  since 
its  connexion  with  Kutch,  lias  been  exerted  in  try¬ 
ing  to  put  an  end  to  this  horrid  custom,  but  owing 
to  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  which  have  led  to  it, 
combined  with  the  difficulties  of  detecting  the  crime, 
the  Government  has  only  succeeded  in  diminishing, 
not  abolishing  it  in  this  country  and  Kattiawar.  It 
is  hoped,  and  not  vainly  hoped,  that  the  continuance 
of  this  benevolent  Government,  and  the  gradual  dis¬ 
semination  of  enlightened  opinions  amongst  these 
assassins  of  their  own  children,  aided  by  the  helping 
hand  of  Omnipotence,  will  lead  to  this  inhuman 
custom,  like  that  of  Suttee ,  and  ol  hers  of  similar 
nature,  under  which  India  groaned  for  some  time, 
eventually  ceasing  ;  and  the  achievement  of  all  these 
conquests  will  remain  without  a  parallel  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  humanity,  and  shed  an  additional  lustre  on 
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the  character  of  our  present  rulers.  Since  Britain 
obtained  sovereignty  over  India,  she  lias  greatly 
ameliorated  the  condition  of  her  Indian  subjects,  and 
all  rational  means  have  been  employed  to  promote 
their  happiness,  and  to  secure  them  the  benefit  of 
good  Government,  and  liberal  education.  In  case 
of  the  overthrow  of  her  power,  (which  God  forbid  !) 
she  would  leave  a  moral  monument  more  noble  and 
imperishable  in  the  abolition  of  such  heart-rending 
practices,  as  that  of  Female  Infanticide,  than  the 
hand  of  man  ever  constructed. 

In  enumerating  these  methods  and  reasons,  I  have 
another  object  in  view.  It  is  to  condense  them  into 
one  place,  to  enable  enlightened  Natives,  who  may 
perhaps  be  desirous  to  comment  upon  the  folly  of 
their  fellow-countrymen  who  produce  such  excuses 
as  above  noticed  in  vindication  of  their  cruel  act,  to 
see  how  the  matter  is  represented ;  for  I  admit,  that 
there  are  Natives  who  are  immeasurably  superior  to 
me  in  point  of  knowledge,  and  in  command  of  an 
eloquent  and  persuasive  style  of  writing,  and  no 
doubt  they  can  bring  forward  such  a  train  of  reason¬ 
ing  and  argument  as  will  work  effectually  upon  the 
stifled  feelings  of  these  Rajpoots. 

But  I  consider  that  to  write  against  or  otherwise 
attempt  to  suppress  this  shocking  practice,  is  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  every  member  of  a  civilized  nation. 
If  the  names  of  Bacon,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  and  Watt, 
have  been  immortalized  by  their  invaluable  dis¬ 
coveries  in  science,  and  inventions  of  arts,  that  have 
contributed  much  to  the  happiness  of  mankind,  the 
names  of  those  who  succeed  in  convincing  the 


deluded  Rajpoots  of  the  heinousness  of  the  crime  of 
Female  Infanticide,  should  be  written  in  letters  of 
ever-during  gold,  and  be  revered  by  the  females,  the 
preservation  of  whose  lives  they  have  advocated;  and 
the  sum  of  the  benevolence  of  these  advocates  would 
only  be  exceeded  by  His,  who  rewards  the  virtuous 
and  punishes  the  wicked. 

For  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  paragraph  that 
precedes  the  last  one,  I  deem  it  proper  to  mention 
here  the  names  of  those  works  and  magazines,  where¬ 
in  information  on  the  subject  of  this  Essay  can  be 
procured.  They  are,  Mr.  Moor’s  Hindoo  Infanticide, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Cormack’s  work  on  Hindoo 
Infanticide,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pegg’s  on  Infanticide,  Sir 
John  Malcolm’s  Central  India,  vol.  ii.,  Col.  Todd’s 
Rajasthan,  Visit  to  the  Court  of  Scinde,  by  Dr. 
James  Burnes,  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society  for  1834,  the  Honorable  J.  P.  Willoughby’s 
Report  published  in  the  Christian  Spectator  for 
1841,  and  Calcutta  Review  No.  2. 

I  do  not,  however,  profess  in  this  list  to  give  a 
complete  catalogue  of  the  works  and  tracts  on  the 
subject. 

Amongst  those  of  the  British  functionaries  who 
have  directed  their  humane  efforts  to  the  eradica¬ 
tion  of  this  deep-rooted  custom  in  different  parts  of 
India,  the  names  of  the  Hon’ble  J.  Duncan,  Col. 
Walker,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  of  the  Hon’ble  J.  P. 
Willoughbv,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  on  account 
of  their  unremitting  zeal  and  endeavours  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  reclaiming  the  Rajpoots  from  the 
nefarious  practice  in  which  pride,  poverty,  and 
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avarice,  are  in  league  with  superstition  to  perpetrate 
these  horrors. 


Col.  Walker,  in  his  communication  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  in  1809,  observes,  “  l  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  those  Jaharijas  tv  ho  have 
preserved  their  female  children,  which  fell  under 
my  own  observation,  in  my  halt  at  Dherelee,  1 
had  all  those  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  who 
were  capable  of  attending,  brought  to  my  tent, 
and  many  were  too  young  to  be  brought  from  any 
distance.  It  was  extremely  gratifying  on  this 
occasion  to  observe  the  triumph  of  a  parental  af¬ 
fection  over  a  horrid  superstition  ;  and  that  those 
who  but  a  short  period  before  would  have  doomed 
their  infants  to  destruction  without  compunction, 
should  now  glory  in  their  preservation,  and  doat 
on  them  with  fondness/’  * 
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This  subject  did  not  escape  the  attention  of  the 
Mahomedan  Government  of  India.  The  Emperor 
Jehangheer,  when  he  came  to  know  the  fact,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  a  village  between  Cashmere  and 
Lahore,  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  their  daugh¬ 
ters,  issued  an  order,  that  this  barbarous  custom 
should  be  discontinued,  and  enacted,  that  whoever 
should  commit  it  in  future,  should  be  put  to  torture. 
The  Mahomedan  Government  endeavoured,  as  much 
as  they  could,  to  abolish  all  the  usages  involving  the 
destruction  of  human  life.  But  the  glory  of  a  com¬ 
plete  success  over  such  a  monstrous  custom,  is  re¬ 
served  for  their  successor,  the  British  Government. 
Britain,  at  this  period,  deserves  the  name  of  the  libe- 


*  Parliamentary  Papers,  pp.  78,  79. 
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rator  of  the  slave, — the  patron  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty, — the  friend  of  the  human  race, — Heaven’s 
messenger  of  mercy  to  millions  over  whom  she  rules. 
To  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  Rajpoots,  and  to  per¬ 
suade  them  with  convincive  arguments  to  abandon 
this  custom,  which  is  not  surpassed  in  its  extreme 
barbarity  by  any  other  practice,  is  indeed  one  of  the 
highest  objects  of  philanthropy  in  which  the  bene¬ 
volent  can  engage.  Britain,  therefore,  deserves 
many  praises  from  her  civilized  Indian  subjects,  for 
the  persuasive  measures  she  takes,  either  directly  or 


indirectly,  to  convince  the  ignorant  Rajpoots  of  the 
enormity  of  the  practice  in  which  they  indulge  with¬ 
out  any  fear  of  the  sovereignty  of  their  Creator,  and 
to  renounce  it  for  ever  for  the  sake  of  their  happiness 
in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

Now  a  few  words  are  necessary  in  the  way  of  an 
explanation  of  the  plan  adopted  by  me  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages,  compiled  in  terms  of  the  Advertisement 
that  appeared  in  the  Government  Gazette  of  8th 
March,  1848,  inviting  Essays  against  the  practice  of 
Female  Infanticide.  To  treat  the  subject  in  the  form 
of  an  address  to  those  who  practise  it,  is  productive 
of  many  advantages,  which  consideration  l  have  not 
lost  sight  of.  But  in  this  production  I  have  combin¬ 
ed  the  advantages  of  a  dialogue  between  a  Rajpoot 
and  his  spiritual  guide,  a  Brahman,  with  those  of  an 
address  following  it.  In  the  dialogue  I  have,  as  far 
as  my  abilities  admit,  attempted  to  destroy  the  paltry 
excuses  which  the  Rajpoots  bring  forward  to  justify 
themselves  in  the  slaughter  of  their  daughters; 
and  in  the  concluding  address  the  reader  will  find 
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many  moral  sentiments,  arguments,  and  observa¬ 
tions,  all  tending  to  that  point — the  revival  of  the 
strong  emotion  of  the  parental  affection  which  this 
shocking  custom  of  years  has  extinguished  in  the 
Rajpoots  and  their  companions,  who  become  them¬ 
selves  executioners  of  their  new-born  female  infants. 

In  the  course  of  arguments  to  prove  to  the  Raj¬ 
poots  the  heinousness  of  the  practice,  I  am  obliged 
to  quote  from  Bliow  Dajee’s  learned  Essay  on  the 
subject,  doctrines  of  their  own  religion  condemning 
the  practice,  and  to  these  I  have  added  one  from  the 
the  same  religion,  which  has  escaped  his  attention. 

In  this  Essay,  the  reader  will  meet  with  passages 
against  Female  Infanticide  quoted  from  the  Chris¬ 
tian,  the  Mahomedan,  and  the  Parsee  religions  ;  but 
he  will,  perhaps,  not  see  the  utility  and  good  effect 
of  such  on  the  Rajpoots,  because  they  are  Hindoos, 
and  care  very  little  what  is  advanced  from  other 
religions.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  that  there  is  a  positive 
advantage  in  such  quotations,  and  it  lies  in  this  re¬ 
spect;  viz.  that  the  Rajpoots  should  know,  that  the 
practice  of  Female  Infanticide  is  not  only  denounced 
and  condemned  in  their  own  beloved  religion,  but 
in  all  others,  as  a  sin  which  nothing  can  atone  for. 

For  the  sameness  of  expressions  that  may  be  ob¬ 
served  by  readers  in  these  pages,  I  cannot  perhaps 
offer  a  better  excuse  than  in  the  words  of  an  author 
who  writes  upon  the  same  subject.  “  On  a  practice 
so  universally  abhorrent  to  every  humane  breast 
as  Infanticide,  a  uniformity  of  sentiment  must 
prevail.  Every  one  who  thinks,  speaks,  or  writes 
“  on  it,  must  experience  the  same  train  of  emotions, 
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“  and  express  himself  in  nearly  the  same  terms. 
“  This  will  sufficiently  account  for,  and  excuse,  any 
“  sameness  of  phraseology,  or  repetition,  observable 
“  in  this*”  Essay. 

With  much  diffidence  I  submit  these  and  the 
following  pages  to  the  kind  indulgence  of  my  readers.. 


*  Preface  to  Moor's  “Hindoo  Infanticide,”  p-p.  viii.  and  ix. 
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Invocation. — O  God,  prosper  my  present  undertaking, 
and  help  me  in  pointing  out  to  the  deluded  Rajpoots,  the 
way  that  leads  to  their  happiness  ;  and  give  me  wisdom  in 
a  degree  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  convince  them  of  the 
heinousness  of  Female  Infanticide,  which  they  practise 
without  the  fear  of  Thy  Sovereignty;  for  without  Thy  help¬ 
ing  hand  I  can  do  nothing  towards  their  reform  ! 


1.  Brahman. — O,  Rajpoot,  there  is  a  report  respecting 
you  amongst  the  people  which  is  very  bad.  If  it  be 
true,  no  such  cruel  people  as  Rajpoots  are  to  be  found 
amongst  the  civilized  or  any  other  nations  of  the  earth. 

2.  Rajpoot. — I  do  not  know  the  report  you  allude  to. 
Pray,  tell  me  what  is  it,  that  you  may  have  from  me  some 
explanation  of  it. 

3.  Brahman. — It  is  very  distressing  to  tell;  though  I 
have  many  reasons  to  believe  it,  yet  I  doubt  the  truth  of  it; 
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but  as  you  are  anxious  to  learn  it,  1  will  let  you  know  in¬ 
stantly.  But,  in  the  first  place,  you  should  inform  me,  Do 
you  pay  respect  to  the  usages  of  your  ancestors? 

4.  Rajpoot. — Yes,  we  do.  But  leave  this  all  aside,  and 
acquaint  me  with  the  report  which,  you  say,  brings  dis¬ 
grace  and  detestation  upon  the  Rajpoots  amongst  the  civi¬ 
lized  races  of  men. 

5.  Brahman. — As  you  grow  so  impatient  to  hear  it,  I 
will  tell  you.  The  people  say,  that  you  Rajpoots  do 
not  suffer  your  female  infants  to  live.  Friend,  is  it  a  true 
report  ? 

6.  Rajpoot. — Well,  is  that  the  report  you  allude  to?  and 
is  it  on  that  account  that  people  entertain  a  bad  opinion  of 
our  character  ?  Let  them  speak  what  they  please ;  we  do 
not  fear  their  blame,  because  we  follow  a  custom  practised 
by  our  ancestors. 

7.  Brahman. — The  report  is  then  confirmed  by  your  own 
admission,  that  you  practise  Female  Infanticide.  Pray,  tell 
me  what  reasons  have  you  for  putting  to  death  your  inno¬ 
cent,  helpless,  female  infants,  which,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a 
heinous  act  according  to  the  doctrines  inculcated  in  the 
Hindoo  religion,  which  you  profess?  By  whose  command 
do  you  commit  this  horrid  deed  ?  Because,  in  the  Hindoo 
Shastras,  you  are  taught  to  consider  both  its  perpetrator  and 
his  accomplice  as  dead  while  living,  and  that,  after  their 
earthly  career,  they  will  be  consigned  to  the  most  fearful  hell 
called  “Tamisra,”  where  they  will  be  infested  with  maggots. 

8.  Rajpoot. — Are  these  the  real  doctrines  to  be  met  with 
in  our  religious  books  ?  or  are  they  only  threatenings  in  the 
name  of  religion  to  prevent  us  from  following  the  custom 
of  our  forefathers  ? 

9.  Brahman. — O  Rajpoot,  these  are,  in  reality,  the  in¬ 
junctions  recorded  in  our  religious  books,  which  we,  the 
Hindoos,  hold  to  contain  the  will  of  God,  and  which  are 
dearer  to  us  than  all  our  earthly  possessions,  and  even  our 


souls.  To  utter  an  untruth,  and  give  false  threats,  is  not 
the  duty  of  a  pious  Brahman,  who  is  created  to  preach 
truth,  and  explain  the  commandments  as  set  forth  in  the 
Hindoo  Shastras,  to  those  Hindoos  who  act  against  the  law 
and  revealed  will  of  their  Creator. 

10.  Rajpoot. — In  vindication  of  the  practice  of  destroy¬ 
ing  our  female  offspring,  we,  the  Rajpoots,  have  good  rea¬ 
sons.  This  custom  has  been  handed  down  to  us  through 
many  generations.  But,  as  you  condemn  it  as  against  our 
Hindoo  religion,  I  bring  to  your  notice  the  reasons  that  we, 
the  Rajpoots,  have  for  Female  Infanticide,  which  I  ask  you 
to  refute,  and  I  will  be  happy  to  hear  what  arguments  you 
can  bring  forward  to  convince  me,  and  other  Rajpoots,  of 
the  supposed  criminality  of  the  act  to  which  you  refer. 

1 1 .  Brahman. — I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  your  wishes.  You 
may  bring  forward  your  reasons  for  Female  Infanticide,  as 
1  am  bound  to  refute  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy 
every  rational  being. 

12.  Rajpoot. — We,  high  Rajpoots,  do  not  suffer  our  fe¬ 
male  infants  to  be  brought  up,  because  we  are  averse  to  give 
our  daughters  in  marriage  to  other  Rajpoots  of  lower  tribes; 
and  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  our  martial  spirit  to  suffer 
ourselves  to  be  called  fathers-in-law  and  brothers-in-law  of 
others,  and  to  lower  our  heads  to  them  for  the  sake  of  our 
daughters.  We  take  in  marriage  the  daughters  of  poor  Raj¬ 
poots  of  lower  tribes,  and  destroy,  for  the  reason  just  men¬ 
tioned,  female  issues  of  the  union.  Do  you  advise  us  to 
bring  them  up  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  reputation  and  heroic 
name  ? 

13.  Brahman. — This  conduct,  dear  friend,  is  most  heinous, 
and  against  the  express  laws  of  our  beloved  religion.  Will 
not  the  Hindoos,  the  Mahomedans,  the  Christians,  and 
all  other  nations,  laugh  at  your  idea  of  false  pride  and 
shame  ?  You  advance,  as  a  reason  for  the  murder  of  your 
female  babes,  that  you  cannot  brook  the  shame  of  being 


called  fathers-in-law  and  brothers-in-law  of  others,  and  of 
lowering  your  heads  to  them.  Does  this  folly,  which  is  as 
plain  as  a  mirror,  in  which  every  object  is  reflected  as  it  is, 
need  arguments  to  convince  you  of  it  ?  Listen  to  me  : — if 
a  Rajpoot  become  a  son-in-law  of  another  Rajpoot  of  his 
caste,  and  the  father-in-law  pays  due  respect  to  him,  in  a 
short  time  the  former  gives  his  daughter  in  marriage  to 
another  Rajpoot,  and  becomes  father-in-law,  and  then  in 
his  turn  pays  similar  respect  to  his  son-in-law,  as  his  father- 
in-law  once  paid  to  him ;  and  if  a  Rajpoot  become  a  bro¬ 
ther-in-law  by  marrying  a  sister  of  another  Rajpoot,  the 
same  Rajpoot  will  give  his  sister  in  marriage  to  another, 
and  becomes  the  brother-in-law  to  the  latter ;  and  it  is  ob¬ 
vious,  that  in  this  manner  every  one  of  you,  by  turn,  will 
be  father-in-law  and  brother-in-law  of  each  other,  in  which 
there  is  no  shame,  as  you  suppose,  but  a  great  honor  to 
your  heroic  name,  which  has  now  lost  all  its  specific  virtues 
by  your  adherence  to  the  most  horrid  practice  of  Female 
Infanticide.  You  have,  for  these  many  years,  neglected 
your  religious  duty,  which  is,  as  parents,  to  preserve  your  fe¬ 
male  infants,  and  to  have  them  married  with  Rajpoots  of 
your  own  or  other  tribes ;  but  instead  of  that,  you  cruelly 
kill  your  daughters,  who  are  formed  by  the  exquisite 
hand  of  our  Creator  from  your  own  flesh,  bones,  and 
soul.  To  prevent  you  from  committing  this  horrid  deed, 
— to  protect  you  from  incurring  the  wrath  of  God, — and 
lastly,  to  revive  your  great  and  heroic  name,  which  has 
been  rendered  insignificant  and  detestable  by  the  heinous 
practice  of  which  you  are  so  culpable,  I  have  proposed 
this  excellent  plan  of  getting  your  daughters  married  with 
the  Rajpoots.  You  must  know,  that  we,  the  Brahmans, 
give  our  daughters  in  marriage  to  the  sons  of  other  Brah¬ 
mans  of  our  caste,  and  take  their  daughters  for  our  sons, 
but  we  do  not  consider  the  marriage  of  our  daughters  with 
the  sons  of  other  Brahmans,  whose  daughters  we  take  for 


oursons,  beneath  our  dignity,  ns  you,  the  proud  Jadajas  and 
other  Rajpoots,  do.  You  should,  therefore,  imitate  our 
example,  because  amongst  all  the  classes  of  the  Hindoos, 
that  of  the  Brahmans  stands  highest  in  the  scale.  But 
you  and  other  Rajpoots  should  know,  that  to  kill  female  in¬ 
fants  for  this  and  other  similar  absurd  reasons,  or  any  rea¬ 
son,  is  against  our  Hindoo  religion,  which  a  true  Hindoo 
protects  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  life;  but  you  Jad&jas  seem 
to  be  only  nominal  Hindoos,  because  your  conduct  is  at 
variance  with  the  voice  of  the  Hindoo  religion. 

14.  Rajpoot. — You  repeatedly  say,  that  Female  Infan¬ 
ticide  is  against  our  religion;  but  how  can  you  expect  me 
and  other  Rajpoots  to  put  unhesitating  confidence  in  such 
an  assertion,  which  you  may  make  to  suit  your  view  ? 

15.  Brahman. — This  statement  of  yours,  I  am  happy  to 
see,  indicates  an  enquiring  disposition  in  you,  which  I  shall 
be  happy  to  gratify ;  but  you  do  not  consult  your  reason 
now  any  more  than  when  you  commit  the  horrid  deed  of 
which  we  have  been  speaking.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  be¬ 
lieve  what  I  assert,  without  making  enquiry  for  yourself. 
In  support  of  my  assertions,  I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice 
some  passages  from  our  Dharma-Shastras,  from  which,  you 
will  perceive,  that  our  Hindoo  religion  is  not  on  the  side  of 
Female  Infanticide,  the  crime  of  which,  according  to  its 
tenets,  will  be  visited  with  the  severest  punishment  in  dark 
hell.  Upon  due  examination,  you  will  come  to  know,  that 
my  endeavour  has  no  other  object  in  view,  but  to  save  you, 
and  other  Rajpoots,  who  adhere  to  the  unnatural  practice, 
from  the  intolerable  sufferings  to  which  you  and  they  are 
subject  in  hell  after  dissolution.  Here  are  the  passages  : — 

Bhacjavata  Pur  ana. 

“The  man  who  commits  a  heinous  action,  is  as  the  dead 
while  living,  and  men  always  speak  reproachfully  of  him ; 
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and  when  he  dies,  he  is  condemned,  to  the  hell  called  Ta¬ 
rn  isra.” 

Padma  Pur  ana. 

“  lie  who  takes  pleasure  in  sin,  and  commits  Infanticide, 
falls  into  the  great  hell  called  Tamisra.” 

Naradeya  Pur  ana.  Narka  Mahatmycc. 

“He  who  murders  an  infant  or  a  Brahman,  is  condemn¬ 
ed  to  those  hells  which  are  due  punishments  to  such  crimes/’ 

Prahmavaiwarta  Pur  ana. 

“  He  who  is  the  destroyer  of  women,  infants,  or  Brah¬ 
mans,  cannot  obtain  bliss  either  in  this  world  or  the  next." 

Bhagavata  Parana. 

“The  man  who  knows  his  duty,  will  not  kill  one  who  is 
intoxicated,  nor  one  who  is  suffering  from  disease,  nor  one 
who  is  insane,  nor  one  who  is  asleep,  nor  an  infant,  nor  one 
who  is  inactive,  nor  one  of  the  female  sex,  nor  one  who  begs 
for  mercy,  nor  an  enemy  deprived  of  his  chariot,  nor  one 
who  is  struck  with  terror." 

In  th  e  Devi,  Bhagavata,  Vasudeva  says: — 

“The  murder  of  a  female  inflicts  misery  both  in  this 
world  and  the  next.” 


Mitdlishara — General  Intercourse. 

i!  Those  women  who,  by  administering  poison,  murder 
their  husband,  father,  or  offspring,  should  be  seized  by  the 
King,  and  have  their  ears,  nose,  and  lips  cut  off,  and 
should  be  trampled  to  death  by  bullocks.” 

Hear  what  are  the  Christian,  Mahomedan,  and  Zoroas- 
trian  doctrines  on  this  subject. 
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1  he  Christian  Bible  says: — “Thou  shall  not  commit 
murder.” 

Hear  what  the  Koran  says  to  its  believers : 

“  Kill  not  your  children  for  fear  of  being  brought  to  want, 
we  will  provide  for  them  and  for  you:  verily,  the  killing 
them  is  a  threat  sin.*” 

“  They  are  utterly  lost  who  have  slain  their  children 
foolishly,  without  knowledge. 

The  Dharma-Shastras  of  the  Parsees  say  : — 

Haykayeta  Deni . 

“  It  is  enjoined  in  the  religion  of  Zoroaster,  that  when  a 
mother  is  delivered  of  a  male  or  female  child,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  parents  to  bring  it  up  with  great  care/’ 

In  the  Vendulad. 

“  If  a  father  wound  or  destroy  a  foetus,  or  kill  a  female 
or  male  infant,  he  is  guilty  of  sin  ;  and  if  a  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  both  wound  or  destroy  a  foetus,  or  kill  a  female  or  male 
infant,  they  both  are  guilty  of  sin,  and  they  should  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  punishment  of 1  Bodavurusta’,  i.  e.  the  murderer 
should  be  put  to  death  in  the  manner  in  which  he  commit¬ 
ted  the  murder.” 

In  the  Haykayeta  Deni, 

“  It  is  enjoined  in  the  Dharma-Shastra  of  God,  that  he 
who  kills  an  infant  or  a  pious  man,,  is  subjected  to  severe 
punishment  in  the  dark  hell  till  the  day  of  Judgment;  devils 
of  hell  suspend  him  with  his  head  downwards,  impale  him, 
and  whip  him  with  snakes  :  scorpions  and  serpents  sting 
him,  and  his  mouth  and  limbs  are  infested  with  maggots, 
lie  is  subjected  to  such  severe  punishment.” 

*  Sale’s  Koran,  Chapter  XVII.,  page  230, 
t  Ibid.  Chapter  VI.,  page  1 12. 
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16.  Rajpoot. — True,  but  it  is  the  custom  among  us  to  get 
our  daughters  married  with  princes,  and  then  we  are  under 
the  necessity  of  incurring  expenses,  according  to  our  great 
name,  such  as  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  giving  dowry 
&c.,  also  are  we  required  to  give  large  charity  to  our 
Raj  gores,  Bhats,  and  Charons,  on  the  occasion  of  marriage. 
But  as  all  of  us  are  not  in  circumstances  to  meet  these 
great  expenses,  and  as  we  decline  to  get  our  daughters 
married  to  Rajpoots  of  lower  tribes,  we  prefer  their  death 
to  the  shame  which  would  arise  from  their  remaining  un¬ 
married. 

17.  Brahman. — O  Rajpoot,  what  wickedness  is  this  ! 
who  was  the  cursed  man  that  pointed  out  to  you  this 
wicked  course  ?  who  the  wretched  individual  that  first 
established,  for  such  trifling  reasons  as  you  have  just  men¬ 
tioned,  the  barbarous  custom  of  Female  Infanticide?  He  is, 
no  doubt,  doomed  to  an  eternity  of  misery  and  punishment  in 
the  most  fearful  hell.  In  support  of  which,  I  will  make  some 
further  quotations  from  our  Hindoo  Shastras,  in  addition 
to  those  I  have  already  given  you.  But  previous  to  my 
doing  so,  I  will  convince  you  and  other  Rajpoots,  that 
you  commit  the  revolting  crime  through  folly.  You  say, 
that  the  Rajpoots  ought  to  give  their  daughters  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  none  but  princes.  Admitting  your  assertion  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  I  ask  you,  Are  not  all  the  Raj¬ 
poots  princes?  If  your  reply  to  this  question  be  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  they  should  then  have  no  objections  to  give  their 
daughters  to  each  other  in  marriage,  as  all  of  them,  whether 
poor  or  rich,  are  princes.  But  if  you  say,  that  all  of  them 
are  not  princes  ;  but  those  that  are  heirs  to  thrones  are  de¬ 
nominated  princes  :  if  this  be  the  case,  all  of  you  Rajpoots 
have  no  right  to  expect  princes  for  your  daughters,  as  all  of 
you  are  not  heirs  to  thrones.  How  you  can,  under  such  a 
state  of  things,  in  justice,  lay  claim  to  princes  to  be  your 
sons-in-law,  1  leave  you  to  judge.  Each  country  has 
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one  Raja,  who  may  have  perhaps  one  or  more  princes, 
while  you  Rajpoots  are  to  be  reckoned  by  hundreds  and 
thousands.  Where  are  princes  then  equal  in  number  to  be 
found  for  the  marriages  of  your  daughters  ?  And  for  whom 
are  the  daughters  of  other  Rajas  intended?  You  should 
not,  therefore,  attempt  this  impossibility.  I  have  heard, 
that  it  was  the  very  want  of  suitable  matches  for  the  dau<di- 
ters  of  the  former  Rajas  among  you,  that  first  led  them  to 
resort  to  this  inhuman  practice  of  murdering  their  female 
infants.  Then  is  it  not  infatuation  in  you  to  expect  princes 
for  your  daughters  ?  If  there  were  princes  to  be  found  in 
number  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  of  your  daughters  for 
marriage,  then,  at  that  rate,  would  you  be  the  Rajas 
of  the  whole  world,  which  is  impossible.  As  regards  your 
reason  for  the  large  amount  of  dowry,  and  charity  to  your 
Rajgores,  Bhats,  and  Charons  on  the  occasion  of  marriage, 
and  the  inability  of  many  of  you  to  bear  the  burden  with¬ 
out  being  reduced  to  penury,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  you 
have  a  very  easy  means  of  remedying  this  evil.  It  is  this  : 
— let  the  wealthy  Rajpoots  among  you  give  and  receive  in 
marriage  daughters  to  and  from  the  rich  portion  of  your 
■community:;  and  the  poor,  to  and  from  the  poor,  and  let  the 
expenses  be  proportionate  to  their  respective  means.  No 
individual  possessed  of  common  sense  will  blame  you  for 
adopting  the  course  here  suggested.  It  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  manifold  advantages,  which  are  too  apparent  to 
require  any  enumeration.  The  wealthy  Rajpoots  are  well 
aware  of  the  circumstances  of  their  poor  countrymen.  Were 
poor  Rajpoots  with  expenses  suited  to  their  incomes  to  get 
their  daughters  married,  could  their  countrymen  of  fortune 
say,  with  justice, — “  the  poor  Rajpoots  who  belong  to  our 
<l  community,  and  who  cannot  bear  the  great  expenses  of 
*c  marriage  as  we  do,  should  consequently  be  excommuni- 
“  cated,  and  should  not  be  reckoned  among  the  Rajpoots”? 
Impossible  !  any  wise  man  among  them  will  not  give  bit- 


terance  to  so  silly  a  sentiment,  but  on  the  contrary  will 
express  his  approbation  and  admiration  of  their  conduct  in 
expending  on  the  occasion  of  the  marriages  of  their  daugh¬ 
ters,  a  sum  of  money  in  proportion  to  their  incomes.  The 
poor,  as  well  as  rich  Rajpoots,  belong  to  the  Rajpoot  com¬ 
munity  ;  and  money,  in  a  less  or  greater  degree,  is  not 
capable  of  making  a  change  in  their  name  and  caste.  There¬ 
fore,  on  such  an  occasion  as  that  of  marriage,  in  incurring 
only  expenses  suitable  to  your  circumstances,  you  are  act¬ 
ing  according  to  the  will  of  your  Creator,  and  ensuring  so  far 
the  protection  of  your  family’s  character,  and  your  own  hap¬ 
piness.  But,  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  false 
pride,  and,  in  order  to  vie  with  rich  and  great  men,  to 
incur  expenses  in  a  degree  which  your  resources  do  not  ad¬ 
mit  of,  is  productive  of  opposite  effects,  and  subjects  you 
to  the  just  ridicule  of  wise  men.  As  you  Rajpoots  do  not 
pretend  to  be  prophets  or  sons  of  God,  how  do  you  come  to 
know,  with  certainty,  that  the  daughters  of  the  poor  Rajpoots 
among  you,  would  not  enjoy  the  blessing  of  a  good  fortune, 
and  have  great  and  respectable  Rajpoots  for  their  husbands  ? 
It  is  within  the  pale  of  your  knowledge,  that  our  Creator  is 
Almighty,  and  can  level,  in  an  instant,  a  high  mountain  to 
the  surface  of  the  earth  ;  and  in  the  same  manner,  if  He 
wish,  He  can  deprive  a  rich  man  of  his  riches,  and  transfer 
these  riches  to  a  poor  individual :  there  is  no  opposition  to 
His  will  and  doings.  Therefore,  O  dear  friend,  I  advise 
you  and  other  Rajpoots,  not  to  attempt  in  vain  to  turn  His 
wise  design  in  creation,  and  not  to  act  against  His  revealed 
will,  by  adhering  to  this  nefarious  system  of  murdering  your 
innocent  daughters.  In  any  part  of  the  Hindoo  Shastras, 
can  you  point  out  to  me  an  injunction  to  this  effect,  that  “  if 
“  the  parent  of  daughters  be  a  rich  man,  he  should  get 
“  them  married,  and  squander  his  well-earned  wealth  in 
“  incurring  unnecessary  expenses,  and  thereby  reduce  himself 
“  to  poverty ;  and,  if  he  be  destitute  of  fortune,  he  should 


u  not  rear  up  his  female  infants  to  maturity,  but  kill  them 
“  so  soon  as  they  see  the  light  of  the  world  ?”  You  will  in 
vain  search  for  such  an  ordinance  in  the  Dharma-Shastras. 
It  is,  therefore,  your  duty  to  bring  up  your  female  infants, 
and  have  them  married  with  your  countrymen  in  the  ways 
I  have  suggested,  incurring  expenses  suitable  to  your  means: 
you  will  then  be  blessed. 

Here  are  the  promised  quotations. 

Garuda  Pur  ana. 

u  He  who  deprives  another  of  life  is  punished  by  Yama, 
who  will  bruise  him  in  an  oil-man’s  press  for  four  thousand 
years.” 

Mitalishara, — Chapter  on  Penance. 

Yadnywalkyasmriti. 

“  Those  who  are  guilty  of  such  heinous  sins,  after  suf¬ 
fering  in  the  hells  of  Tamisra  and  elsewhere  for  innumera- 
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ble  years,  shall,  while  a  portion  of  their  sin  remains,  be 
born  again  and  again  dogs  and  wolves,  and  shall  suffer 
great  pain  and  hardship.” 

Bhdgavata  Purdna. 

“  Of  the  female  sex,  he  who  murders  his  sister,  his 
daughter,  or  a  pregnant  woman,  his  success,  his  prosperity 
and  his  life-time,  pass  away.” 

Will  you  kindly  tell  me,  to  whom  you  Jadajas  trace  your 
custom,  so  abhorrent  to  every  human  feeling  ? 

18.  Rajpoot. — It  originated  with  a  powerful  Raja  named 
Jada,  from  whom  we,  the  Jadajas,  derive  our  name. 

19.  Brahman. — Pray,  let  me  know  the  reason  that  im¬ 
pelled  him  to  the  perpetration  of  this  cruel  deed. 

20.  Rajpoot. — The  Raja  had  a  daughter  famous  for 
her  beauty  and  accomplishments.  He  desired  his  Raj  gore 


to  procure  a  suitable  match  for  her,  but  the  Rajgore, 
having  travelled  over  many  countries  for  the  purpose, 
returned,  and  made  the  sad  report  to  the  Raja,  that  he  had 
failed  in  his  mission.  This  intelligence  occasioned  great  af- 
fliction  and  uneasiness  to  the  Raja,  and  when  he  asked  the 
advice  of  his  Rajgore,  how  to  get  rid  of  the  princess,  he 
recommended  her  destruction.  The  Raja  for  some  time 
showed  his  aversion  to  act  in  conformity  to  his  Rajgore’s 
recommendation,  for  he  was  aware  of  the  heinousness  of  the 
murder  which  his  Rajgore  advised  him  to  commit.  But  the 
Raja  was  soon  prevailed  upon,  by  the  Rajgore’s  consenting 
to  take  upon  himself  the  sin  and  to  bear  its  punishment 
in  hell,  to  allow  his  princess  to  be  murdered,  and  is  said  to 
have  put  to  death  his  seven  daughters  in  this  manner: 
from  that  time  we,  the  Jadajas,  have  practised  Female 
Infanticide  according  to  the  usages  of  our  ancestors. 

21.  Brahman. — This  narrative  lacerates  my  heart,  and 
every  friend  of  humanity  will  shudder  at  hearing  it.  The 
Raja  Jada,  having  been  led  astray  by  the  advice  of  an 
ignorant  and  nominal  Brahman,  his  Rajgore,  (for  no  true 
Brahman,  who  knows  his  religion,  would  have  so  advised 
him,)  consented  to  put  an  end  to  his  innocent  daughter’s 
life,  and  thus  knowingly  acted  against  the  will  of  God,  as 
set  forth  in  the  Hindoo  Dharma-Shastras.  Ought  it  then 
to  follow,  that  you  should  persist  in  the  same  error  ?  The 
crime  of  Female  Infanticide,  I  have  already  told  you,  is 
very  great,  and  I  have  also  made  quotations  from  the 
Hindoo  Shastras  for  your  satisfaction.  Listen  further  to 
what  our  Hindoo  Dharma-Shastras  say  on  the  nature  and 
punishment  of  the  crime  in  question. 

“  To  kill  one  Brahman  is  equal  to  killing  a  hundred 
cows. 

“  To  kill  one  woman  is  equal  to  killing  a  hundred  Brah¬ 
mans. 

u  To  kill  one  child  is  equal  to  killing  a  hundred  women . 
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“  To  kill  one  hundred  children  is  equal  to  an  offence  too 
heinous  for  comparison.” 

The  crime,  therefore,  of  killing  one  young  child  of  either 
sex,  is  considered  as  great  a  sin  as  killing  a  hundred  women. 

Agni  Purana. 

“  He,  who  standing  in  water,  repeats  regularly  the 
Gayatri,  may  be  freed  from  all  other  sins ;  but  not  from 
Infanticide.” 

In  the  Varaha  Purana,  Narayana  says  to  Narada  : — 

“  The  man  who  destroys  female  infants,  brahmans,  and 
cows,  has  transgressed  all  law,  and  is  condemned  to  dark 
hells,  as  long  as  the  fourteen  Indras  exist.” 

Do  you  commit  Female  Infanticide  at  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  your  Rajgores?  and  do  they  consent  to  have 
the  sin  of  the  act  transferred  to  their  heads  ?  If  you  say 
that  they  do  not  advise  you  to  that  effect,  and  are  not  willing 
to  load  themselves  with  the  weight  of  the  sin  of  this  horrid 
deed,  as  the  Rajgore  of  the  Raja  Jada  had  done,  but  j’ou 
practise  it  of  your  own  accord,  then  agreeably  to  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Hindoo  religion  just  mentioned,  you  will  see 
by  calculation,  that  you  commit  a  sin  as  great  as  killing 
one  hundred  women,  ten  thousand  brahmans,  or  one  mil¬ 
lion  cows,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  existence  of  a  single 
female  infant.  But  some  of  you  Rajpoots  have  extin¬ 
guished  the  lives  of  two  daughters  ;  some,  four;  some,  five  ; 
some,  seven  and  upwards ;  and  thereby  you  are  guilty 
of  a  sin  equivalent  to  that  of  the  murder  of  hundreds  of 
women,  thousands  of  brahmans,  or  millions  of  cows,  and 
consequently  made  yourselves  liable  to  the  punishment  in 
hell  Tamisra,  as  long  as  the  fourteen  Indras  exist.  If  you 
argue,  that  you  kill  your  daughters  by  the  order  of  your 
Rajgores,  who  take  upon  themselves  to  advise  you  to  the 
commission  of  the  sin  of  Female  Infanticide,  and  you  have 


nothing  to  do  with  the  responsibility  and  punishment  there— 
of  in  hell,  no  rational  being  will  ever  believe  it,  for  all  the 
Raj  go  res  are  not  of  a  character  similar  to  that  of  the 
Raj  go  re  of  the  Raja  Jada,  and  will,  on  no  account,  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  sin 
of  Female  Infanticide,  which  is  not  surpassed  in  its  atro¬ 
city  by  any  other  sin,  and  thereby  make  themselves  subject 
to  eternal  condemnation  in  hell,  as  the  Rajgore  of  Jada  had 
done.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  a  Brahman,  pious  and  well- 
versed  in  the  Dharma-Shastras,  to  recommend  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  life  of  any  human  being.  But,  if  your  Raj- 
gores  be,  according  to  your  representation  of  them,  the 
advocates  of  that  most  horrid  practice — female  child - 
murder,  you  should  not  reckon  them  in  the  light  of  your 
spiritual  guides,  but  consider  them  inhuman  and  unnatural 
being’s,  enemies  of  God  and  mankind,  as  well  as  of  our 
Hindoo  religion,  since  they  advise  you  to  act  in  opposition 
to  its  voice  and  your  own  consciences.  But  is  it  not  the 
height  of  folly  in  you  to  give  large  charity  to  such  devils 
(for  they  are  nothing  else)  in  human  shape,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  marriage  of  your  daughters,  whose  destruction  they 
recommend  ?  No  reflecting;  man  can  believe  that  there  is 
merit  to  him  in  giving  large  alms  to  those  monsters,  when 
his  daughter  is  married ;  but  on  the  contrary  will  be  of 
opinion,  that  such  wicked  individuals  should  receive  the 
reward  of  capital  punishment. 

22.  Rajpoot. — We,  the  Rajpoots,  do  not  imbrue  our 
hands  in  the  blood  of  our  female  infants.  The  deed  is 
executed  by  their  mothers,  and  sometimes  by  the  nurses ; 
consequently  the  guilt  rests  on  them,  and  not  on  us. 

23.  Brahman. — It  is  true  that  it  is  an  affair  of  women  ; 
but  let  me  learn  by  whose  command  they  perpetrate  this 
horrifying  deed. 

24.  Rajpoot. — When  a  woman  is  delivered  of  a  female 
infant,  the  women  who  attend  her  in  labour  wait  upon  her 
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husband  to  have  his  directions  as  to  the  fate  of  the  new¬ 
born  child.  He  directs  them  to  do  what  is  customary. 

25.  Brahman . — It  is  you  then — relentless  fathers,  who 
order  your  wives  and  their  female  attendants  to  destroy 
the  fruits  of  your  bodies ;  you  direct  this  treason  against 
the  law  of  God,  who  alone  has  right  to  deprive  mor¬ 
tals  of  their  lives,  whom  He  has  created  in  this  world 
to  obey  His  laws,  and  to  admire  His  unfathomable 
wisdom  displayed  in  the  creation  of  the  universe.  The 
high-born  Rajpoots  are  those  whose  character  is  tinc¬ 
tured  with  mercy  and  benevolence,  and  whose  laws 
are  such  as  to  afford  equal  protection  to  the  life  of  an 
infant  of  an  hour’s  duration,  as  well  as  to  that  of  an 
individual  who  has  attained  the  age  of  one  hundred 
years ;  and  they  therefore  should  inflict  capital  punishment 
on  the  murderers  of  human  beings.  But  your  conduct,  in 
this  respect,  presents  a  picture  of  an  opposite  character.  You 
issue  an  order  to  the  nurses  to  murder  your  female  infants, 
and  say,  that  the  weight  of  the  crime  rests  on  their 
heads.  This  is  impossible.  The  female  child  is  an  invalu¬ 
able  gift  of  God  to  you,  which  the  nurses  have  no  right  to 
kill;  but  they  are  the  hired  instruments  employed  by  you  for 
the  wicked  purpose.  If  your  enemy  ordered  one  of  his  ser¬ 
vants  to  enter  your  house,  and  to  kill  your  beloved  son,  and 
suppose  the  servant  committed  the  bloody  deed,  would  you 
consent  to  have  only  the  servant  decapitated,  who  confessed 
he  was  the  mere  instrument  of  his  employer,  and  allow  the 
blood-thirsty  enemy  to  escape  similar  punishment  on  sub¬ 
mitting  his  unreasonable  plea  of  innocence  of  the  murder  of 
your  son,  such  as  you  advance  in  the  case  of  the  murders 
of  your  female  infants  ?  No,  you  would  not ;  but  for  the 
love  of  your  son,  and  the  justice  of  all  civilised  nations, 
you  would  demand  the  execution,  both  of  the  cursed  ser¬ 
vant  and  his  employer;  the  former  for  his  readiness  in  un¬ 
dertaking  the  cruel  deed,  and  the  latter  for  his  inhuman 
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order  to  take  the  life  of  his  fellow-creature,  your  son.  If  a 
robber,  who,  in  an  attempt  to  rob  a  house  of  its  articles,  was 
opposed  by  its  owner  in  his  doing  so,  should  draw  his 
dagger  and  stab  the  ill-fated  owner,  and  if  the  robber  should 
be  caught  and  brought  to  trial  for  the  murder  before  you  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Raja,  would  you  allow  him  to  go  un¬ 
punished  on  his  excuse  of  innocence,  based  on  this  ground, 
that  it  was  not  he  that  caused  the  death  of  the  man,  but  the 
dagger  with  which  he  inflicted  the  mortal  wound  ?  No, 
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you  would  not;  but  scorn  his  ridiculous  and  shameless 
excuse,  and  consider  him  a  desperate  villain.  In  the  same 
manner,  your  very  command  to  your  nurses,  who  are  only 
the  instruments  in  your  hands,  holds  you  responsible  for 
the  murders  of  your  female  infants  at  the  temple  of 
justice  before  the  universal  King.  But  you  must  also 
remember,  that  these  nurses  will  equally  suffer  with  you 
for  their  readiness,  under  promise  of  a  little  sum  of  money, 
to  undertake  the  perpetration  of  the  cruel  act,  which 
their  sister-nurses  of  the  civilized  regions  of  the  earth 
would  not  only  refuse  to  do,  but  would  certainly  try 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  the  wicked 
intention  of  those  who  solicited  their  assistance  in 
the  foul  business,  and  get  such  parties  punished,  that 
others  might  be  deterred  from  similar  acts,  which  the 
laws  of  all  religions  equally  condemn.  The  perpetrator  and 
the  participator  of  any  wicked  action  are  held  equally 
responsible  to  God  for  their  conduct.  Listen  to  what  the 
Hindoo  Dharma-Shastra  says  to  its  votaries  on  that  head  : 

“  He  who  joins  in  a  sinful  or  a  virtuous  action  is  the 
participator  of  equal  sin  or  virtue  with  the  perpetrator.” 

Need  any  more  be  said  to  convince  you,  that  you  are 
the  most  responsible  for  the  murders  of  your  female 
infants? 

26.  Rajpoot. —  But,  in  the  preservation  and  the  rearing 
of  daughters,  there  are  no  advantages  such  as  those  which 


attend  the  bringing  up  of  sons;  but  on  the  contrary  there 
are  disadvantages. 

27.  Brahman . — What  are  the  disadvantages  that  de- 
mand  the  necessity  of  murdering  your  daughters  ? 

28.  Rajpoot. — The  female  infants  are  burdens  to  us,  and 
put  us  to  expense  and  trouble  in  bringing  them  up. 
Their  marriages  entail  upon  us  the  expense  of  a  consi¬ 
derable  sum  of  money  to  be  given  to  our  Raj  gores, 
Bhats,  and  Charons,  whose  demands  on  the  occasion 
many  of  us  are  not  able  to  meet ;  and  those  of  us  who  enjoy 
good  fortune,  lose  all  our  property  in  meeting  the  demands 
of  these  individuals,  and  reduce  ourselves  to  poverty.  Our 
daughters*  too,  are  not  of  such  service  to  us  as  our  sons. 
To  avoid  all  these  disadvantages  and  inconveniences,  we, 
the  Rajpoots,  practise  Female  Infanticide. 

29.  Brahman. — What  a  nice  argument  is  this  in  ad¬ 
vocation  of  Female  Infanticide  !  What  a  profundity  of  wis¬ 
dom  it  displays  in  you  and  other  Rajpoots,  who  may  be 
of  this  opinion !  It  indicates  that  you  have  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  infinite  power  of  your  Heavenly  Father,  who  is 
the  cause  of  every  thing  in  the  sky,  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  under  the  regions  of  the  earth.  In  Ilis 
sight  the  necessity  of  creating  a  woman  is  the  same  as  that 
of  forming  a  man.  They  are  made  into  a  pair,  which  is  a 
proof  of  common  usefulness  of  both.  One  cannot  be  of  any 
use  without  .the  other.  If  women  were  useless  in  this 
world,  God  would  have  not  created  them,  because  nothing 
is  to  be  found  useless  in  His  Creation.  Do  you,  then, 
pretend  to  find  fault  with  our  Maker,  who  is  unerring,  and 
who  has  a  noble  design  in  the  creation  of  men  and  their 
partners — women  ?  That  the  result  of  the  union  of  a  man 
and  a  woman  is  a  child  of  either  sex,  is  not  unknown  to 
you.  Why  do  you  then  put  an  end  to  the  lives  of  your 
daughters,  and  thereby  partially  blast  your  prospect  of 
progeny,  who,  in  your  more  immediate  generation,  might 


perhaps  be  of  eminent  service  to  you  in  your  declining 
years,  and  might  raise  your  name  to  fame  by  their  great 
and  virtuous  deeds  ?  In  point  of  usefulness  in  rearing  a 
child,  the  female  sex  surpasses  the  male.  The  infusion  of 
milk  into  the  mother’s  breasts  soon  after  a  child’s  birth, 
speaks  plainly  of  the  design  of  God  to  have  the  child 
brought  up,  and  not  murdered  by  its  parents.  Are  you 
then  safe  before  Him  whose  purposes  you  slight  ?  Can  you 
plead  your  ignorance  of  His  laws,  which  are  already 
brought  to  your  notice  by  many  benevolent  men  in  the 
manner  I  have  now  done,  as  an  excuse  for  your  cruel 
deed?  Now,  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  other  Rajpoots 
who  practise  Female  Infanticide,  should  tell  me,  had  the 
fathers  of  your  mothers  killed  their  daughters  to  save  the 
expenses  of  bringing  them  up  and  of  getting  them  married, 
as  you  do  as  respects  your  daughters,  how  could  you  have 
been  in  existence  ?  how  could  you  enjoy  the  thrones  of 
Rajas?  how  could  the  race  of  you  Rajpoots  exist  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  ?  Your  mothers  are  the  daughters  of  their 
fathers,  and  were  brought  up  by  their  parents,  with  whom 
the  necessary  expenses  of  marriage  and  of  rearing  them  up 
had  no  weight;  but  they  had  this  view  in  the  preservation 
of  their  daughters,  that  they  might  give  birth  to  such  sons 
as  you  are,  and  bring  them  up  with  the  best  of  food,  which 
is  milk.  Are  you  not,  therefore,  indebted  to  your  mothers 
for  your  existence,  as  well  as  for  all  your  earthly  posses¬ 
sions,  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  your  fathers  ?  Any 
rational  creature  among  you  will  not  refuse  to  acknowledge 
it ;  for  he  knows  the  intrinsic  value  of  a  mother  in  bringing 
up  a  child.  You  should,  therefore,  imitate  the  praiseworthy 
example  of  your  mothers’  fathers,  and  preserve  your  fe¬ 
male  infants.  If  you  are  not  disposed  to  renounce  the 
practice  of  Female  Infanticide,  I  recommend  you  an  easy 
plan,  which  is  of  two-fold  advantage. 

30.  Rajpoot. — What  is  it?  Let  me  know  without  delay. 


'  31.  Brahman. — I  recommend  you  not  to  marry,  then  you 
will  have  no  daughters  born  to  you,  and  consequently,  there 
will  be  no  need  of  committing  murders.  But  there  is  another 
advantage  of  livino;  single :  it  will  effect  a  savins:  of  that 
money  which  is  required  to  provide  your  wives  with  the  ne¬ 
cessaries  of  life.  The  very  love  of  money,  which  impels 
you  to  the  perpetration  of  this  brutal  act,  may  perhaps  in¬ 
duce  you  to  embrace  the  course  here  recommended. 

32.  Rajpoot. — Impossible.  If  we,  the  Rajpoots,  act  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  recommendation,  who  is  to  manage  the 
house  affairs  ?  How  can  our  race  be  multiplied  ? 

33.  Brahman. — Indeed  !  you  admit,  then,  that  a  woman 
is  as  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  house  affairs, 
and  for  the  multiplication  of  your  race,  as  a  prime  minister 
is  for  the  affairs  of  a  State. 

34.  Rajpoot. — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

35.  Brahman. — Now,  open  your  eyes,  which,  owing  to 
excessive  love  of  money,  combined  with  false  pride,  do 
not  see  the  atrocity  of  Female  Infanticide.  You  are  of 
opinion,  that  women  are  useful  in  multiplying  the  human 
race.  Does  not  this  show  to  you  the  necessity  of  preserv¬ 
ing  your  female  infants,  who  are,  in  their  days,  to  be  no 
less  useful  for  that  purpose  ?  The  continuance  of  your  race 
on  the  earth  is  owing  to  parents  preserving  their  daughters, 
whom  your  fathers  took  in  marriage.  Therefore,  friend, 
do  not  kill  your  daughters  to  avoid  great  marriage  expenses, 
the  reduction  of  which  is  in  your  power.  Where,  in  the 
eye  of  Eternal  Justice,  is  the  difference  between  a  thief, 
who  strikes  a  blow  of  death  upon  a  traveller  for  the  sake 
of  taking  something  from  his  person,  and  you  who  kill 
your  innocent  female  infants  for  the  sake  of  marriage  ex¬ 
penses  ?  Both  are  murderers.  The  difference  is  only  in 
the  form.  If  you  give  dowry  to  your  daughters,  and  cha¬ 
rity  to  your  Raj  gores,  Bhats,  and  Charons,  in  proportion 
to  your  means,  you  will  never  run  the  risk  of  poverty,  and 
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no  blame  will  be  attached  to  you  by  wise  men  for  your 
not  doing  more. 

36.  Rajpoot. — If  Government  consent  to  give  us  the  mar¬ 
riage  expenses  of  our  daughters,  we  will  suffer  them  to  be 
brought  up. 

37.  Brahman. — Do  you  Rajpoots  feel  no  shame  to  utter 
such  a  thing,  so  derogatory  to  your  martial  spirit,  of  which 
you  boast  so  much?  This  leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Rajpoots,  their  daughters  sink  into  insigni¬ 
ficance  when  compared  with  their  money;  to  save  which  they 
make  no  scruple  to  sell  to  Government,  by  receiving  marriage 
expenses,  the  merit  of  giving  daughters  in  marriage,  which 
is  equal  to  that  of  a  gift  of  land.  Would  not  other  nations 
say,  that  though  you  call  yourselves  brave,  yet  you  do  not 
feel  the  magnitude  of  shame  in  begging  money  from  Go¬ 
vernment  to  meet  the  demand  of  marriage  expenses  of  your 
daughters  ?  Listen,  my  dear  friend,  to  what  our  Dharma- 
Shastra  says,  as  regards  the  merit  of  getting  our  daughters 
married,  which  you,  through  ignorance  and  love  of  money, 
offer  to  sell  to  Government : — * 

“  The  merit  of  giving  daughters  in  marriage  is  consider¬ 
ed  in  the  Shastras  very  great.  It  is  considered  the  great¬ 
est  of  all  gifts.  And  in  the  Agni  Purana  it  is  stated,  that 
the  ancestors  of  him  who  gives  a  daughter  in  marriage  at¬ 
tain  Brahma-Loka.”# 

The  merit  of  giving  daughters,  after  rearing  them  up  to 
maturity,  in  marriage,  is  also  considered  very  great  in  the 
religious  books  of  other  nations.  Hear  what  is  the  doctrine 
of  the  religion  of  the  Parsees  on  the  subject  of  marriage 
of  a  daughter. 

In  the  Hay  hay  eta  Deni: — 

“  With  regard  to  marriage  of  a  daughter,  it  is  stated  in 
the  Mazdeaslinee  religion,  that  the  merit  of  getting  a 
daughter  married  is  equivalent  to  a  gift  of  land.” 

*  Mr.  Bhow  JJajce’s  Essay  on  Female  Infanticide,  page  25. 
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When  our  Dharma-Shastra  says,  that  there  is  a  great 
merit  in  getting  our  daughters  married,  and  is  supported  by 
similar  doctrines  in  the  Dharma-Sliastras  of  other  nations, 
is  it  then  wisdom  in  you  to  offer  it  for  sale  to  Government 
by  receiving  the  marriage  expenses  of  your  daughters  ? 

38.  j Rajpoot. — I  told  you  before,  that  we,  the  Rajpoots, 
are  required  to  give,  on  the  occasions  of  the  marriages  of  our 
daughters,  to  our  Rajgores,  Bliats,  and  Charons  whatever 
they  ask  from  us.  If  we  refuse  their  demands,  they  will 
pronounce  malediction  on  us,  which  will  not  fail  to  work 
our  ruin ;  and  they  will  not  lavish  praises  on  us,  and  this 
will  bring  disgrace  to  our  name ;  and  all  of  us  are  not  in 
circumstances  to  meet  their  demands.  Being  a  Brahman, 
you  might  have  read  this  passage  in  the  Ramayana,  where 
it  is  decreed,  that  “  Even  he  who  cannot  be  slain  by  the 
ponderous  arms  of  Indra,  nor  by  those  of  Kali,  nor  by  the 
terrible  Chakra  of  Vishnu,  shall  be  destroyed,  if  a  Brah¬ 
man  curse  him,  as  if  he  were  consumed  by  fire.”# 

39.  Brahman. — This  is  a  true  quotation,  but  you  have 
misunderstood  its  purport,  which  it  is  my  duty,  as  a  Brah¬ 
man,  to  explain  to  you.  This  is  an  elucidation  of  it :  if  a 
king,  or  any  other  person,  oppress  a  poor  innocent  Brahman 
without  any  provocation,  and  if  the  Brahman  so  oppressed 
pray  to  God  to  rescue  him  from  the  oppression  of  the  party, 
and  pronounce  a  curse  on  his  oppressor,  his  malediction  will, 
no  doubt,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  passage  here  quoted, 
effect  the  ruin  of  the  tyrant.  But  the  malediction  which 
your  Rajgores,  Bhats,  and  Charons  may  pronounce  on  you, 
in  the  event  of  your  refusal  of  their  exorbitant  demands, 
and  of  your  not  receiving  their  false  praises  in  return,  will  do 
no  harm  to  you,  because  it  proceeds  from  their  selfishness, 
and  not  from  any  oppression  on  them  on  your  part.  Is 
there  no  justice  at  the  tribunal  of  the  great  Judge,  that  He 
will  destroy  you  in  order  to  carry  out  the  evil  wishes  of  your 

*  See  Hindoo  Pantheon,  page  403, 
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Raj  gores,  Bhats,  and  Charons?  Where,  dear  friend,  have 
your  reasoning  powers  gone?  and  who  lias  deprived  you  of 
that  noble  gift  of  God,  that  you  utter  such  nonsense?  I 
take  the  liberty  to  answer  for  you.  It  is  the  sin  of  Female 
Infanticide  that  has  destroyed  it.  You  reduce  yourselves 
to  poverty  by  being  willing  to  surrender  every  thing  in. 
your  possession  to  your  Raj  go  r  eg,  Bhats,  and  Charons, 
under  the  false  impression  of  the  fear  of  their  malediction, 
and  with  the  view  to  purchase  their  fulsome  eulogiums.  Is 
this  not  astonishing:  and  ridiculous?  The  Bhats  and  Cha- 
rons  come  to  your  doors,  and  for  their  own  interests  lavish 
false  encomiums  upon  you;  and  to  please,  or  strictly  speak¬ 
ing  to  plunder  you  in  broad  daylight  of  your  valuable 
properties,  call  you  Rajas,  Heroes,  Thakores,  Fountains  of 
Charity,  Philanthropists,  and  so  forth.  Upon  this  you 
forget  yourselves,  you  consider  yourselves  great  men,  and 
in  a  fit  of  false  pride  deliver  every  thing  you  possess  to  these 
individuals;  nay,  sometimes  you  sacrifice  your  valuable 
lives  at  their  request,  under  the  false  notion  of  immortaliz¬ 
ing  your  name  by  self-destruction.  I  introduce  here  to 
your  notice  a  fable,  from  which  you  may  derive  a  lesson  of 
wisdom.  “A  Crow,  having  taken  a  piece  of  meat,  flew  up 
“  into  a  high  tree,  which  a  Fox  observing,  came  under- 
“  neath,  and  began  to  compliment  the  Crow  upon  his 
“  beauty.  I  protest,  says  he,  your  feathers  are  of  a  more 
“  delicate  white  than  I  ever  saw  in  my  life  !  Ah  !  what  a 
“  fine  shape  and  graceful  turn  of  body  is  there  !  and  I 
“  make  no  question,  but  you  have  a  tolerable  voice,  if  it  be 
“  as  fine  as  your  complexion ;  I  do  not  know  a  bird  that 
“  can  stand  in  competition  with  you.  The  Crow  tickled 
“  with  this  very  civil  language,  wriggled  about,  and  hardly 
“  knew  where  he  was;  and  having  a  mind  to  convince  the 
“  Fox  in  the  matter  of  his  voice,  attempted  to  sing,  and  in 
“  the  same  instant  let  the  meat  drop  out  of  his  mouth. 

This  being  what  the  Fox  wanted,  he  chopped  it  up  in  a 
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u  moment,  and  trotted  away,  laughing  at  the  easy  credulity 
“  of  the  Crow.” 

In  the  same  manner,  you  Rajpoots  having  heard  the  false 
eulogy  lavished  on  you  by  your  Fox-like  Bhats  and 
Charons,  and  in  order  to  show  your  greatness,  give  up  your 
valuable  properties  to  these  designing  individuals,  and 
subject  yourselves  to  the  ridicule  of  other  nations  of  the 
world.  Their  eulogiums,  dear  friend,  must  be  looked  upon 
as  inimical  to  your  property,  and,  consequently,  to  the  in¬ 
valuable  lives  of  your  daughters.  We  should  only  seek 
praises  at  the  hands  of  wise  and  disinterested  men. 

40.  Rajpoot. — This  practice  is  handed  down  to  us  by  our 
ancestors,  in  reverence  to  whose  names  we  must  follow  it. 
They  were  wiser  than  we  are. 

4 1 .  Brahman. — If  you  hear  with  patience  whatever  argu¬ 
ments  I  bring  forward  in  refutation  of  this  absurd  excuse, 
you  will  be  convinced  of  your  error  in  adhering  to  this  bar¬ 
barous  custom  of  your  ancestors.  If  any  Rajgore,  having 
the  character  of  the  wicked  Rajgore,  who  misled  and  caused 
the  Raja  Jada  to  kill  his  daughter,  had  advised  your  an¬ 
cestors  to  follow  the  profession  of  plundering  and  destroying 
the  lives  of  innocent  travellers,  and  had  taken  upon  himself 
the  responsibility  of  the  crime,  and  had  your  ancestors  act¬ 
ed  accordingly,  I  ask,  would  you  now,  as  an  honour  to  their 
name,  lead  the  life  of  plunderers  and  destroyers  of  travel¬ 
lers  ?  For  the  sake  of  argument,  I  say  that,  if  your  fore¬ 
fathers,  by  the  persuasion  of  a  pretended  religious  man, 
had  condemned  the  Hindoo  religion,  and  embraced  his 
faith,  would  you  follow  their  example  without  examining 
the  merit  and  genuineness  of  the  religion  offered  to  you  ? 
Had  they  put  an  end  to  their  lives  by  means  of  poison,  is 
it  necessary  for  you  to  do  the  same  to  uphold  the  honour  of 
the  usage  ?  Doubtless,  you  will  answer  all  these  questions 
in  the  negative,  because  your  conscience  will  not  approve  of 
them.  Your  ancestors  should  not  be  considered  your  in- 
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fallible  guides.  You  yourselves  have  had  the  benefit  of 
longer  experience  than  they,  having  not  only  theirs,  but 
also  your  own.  The  world  is  older  now  than  it  was  in  their 
days  ;  therefore  it  should  be  wiser.  But  how  can  it  ever 
become  wiser  if  people  still  keep  following  the  ways  of 
their  ancestors  without  any  change  ?  God  has  endowed 
man  with  reasoning  faculties,  and  in  consequence,  he  en¬ 
joys  the  superiority  over  all  the  rest  of  animate  and  inanimate 
creation,  and  makes  all  subservient  to  his  wants.  You 
must,  therefore,  make  use  of  this  noble  gift  of  God,  and 
make  distinction  between  good  and  bad  customs  handed 
down  to  you  by  your  ancestors.  Submit  the  practice  of 
Female  Infanticide  to  the  test  of  reason,  and  see  whether  it 
stands  it  or  not.  Hear  further  arguments.  If  a  person, 
goaded  by  enmity,  set  fire  to  the  house  of  his  enemy,  and 
fortunately  escape  detection  and  punishment,  and  his  son 
does  the  same ;  and  his  grandson,  having  knowledge  there¬ 
of,  follows  his  forefathers’  example,  and  is  apprehended 
in  the  act,  will  you  not  laugh  at  that  grandson’s  folly  when 
lie  makes  such  a  defence  before  his  judge  as  this :  “  I 

“  have  done  no  wrong,  my  lord,  in  setting  lire  to  the  house 
“  of  my  enemy.  I  followed  the  example  of  my  forefathers, 
“  and  I  am  not  responsible  for  what  I  have  done  to  uphold 
“  my  forefathers’  name,  consequently  I  am  innocent.” 
Tell  me,  would  you  or  the  judge  allow  him,  upon  such  a 
defence,  to  escape  the  punishment  which  an  incendiary  de¬ 
serves  ?  No ;  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  he  must  suffer 
for  his  deed.  When  a  fruit-seller  brings  to  you  some  man¬ 
goes  for  sale,  you  select  the  sound  ones,  and  reject  the  bad ; 
but,  if  he  oppose  your  doing  so,  and  tell  you  that  they  all 
belong  to  one  parent  tree,  and  therefore,  no  selection  ought 
to  be  made,  but  the  whole  should  be  taken,  would  you  con¬ 
sent  to  such  a  proposal  ?  I  say  you  would  not.  Then  what 
prevents  your  observing  the  same  rule  in  this  case  ?  Take 
your  ancestors  for  the  tree,  and  their  customs  for  the  fruit, 


and  keep  the  good  customs  for  yourselves,  and  reject  the 
bad  ones,  as  you  do  in  the  case  of  the  fruit.  If  the  ances¬ 
tors  of  any  person  led  a  life  of  destitution,  and  if  he  be  re¬ 
quested  by  his  countrymen,  on  account  of  his  amiable 
virtues  and  depth  of  wisdom  in  political  matters,  to  accept 
the  office  of  a  Raja,  would  you  not  consider  it  a  folly  in  him, 
if  he  refused  the  office  because  he  thought  it  an  honour  to 
his  departed  ancestors  to  lead  a  life  of  misery,  as  they  had 
done  ?  And  now,  need  any  more  be  said  to  raise  convic¬ 
tion  in  you  of  the  false  notion  of  paying  honour  to  your  an¬ 
cestors’  customs,  and  to  persuade  you  to  abandon  this 
baneful  custom  ?  and  shall  I  yet  find  an  advocate  for  it  ? 
— Lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  this  evil  practice. 

42.  Rajpoot. — But  are  there  no  other  nations  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  except  ours,  who  commit  Female  Infanticide  ? 
If  there  be  any,  then  it  would  be  improper  in  you  to  per¬ 
suade  us  to  relinquish  it. 

43.  Brahman. — Infanticide  is  practised  by  the  Bushmen 
of  Africa,  they  kill  their  children  on  the  following  occa¬ 
sions  :  namely,  when  they  are  ill-shaped,  when  they  are  in 
want  of  food,  when  the  father  of  the  child  has  forsaken  its 
mother,  in  which  cases,  they  strangle  their  children,  smo¬ 
ther  them,  cast  them  away  in  the  desert  to  be  devoured  by 
the  wild  beasts,  or  bury  them  alive.  These  are  instan¬ 
ces  of  parents  throwing  their  tender  offspring  to  the  hungry 
lions,  who  stand  roaring  before  the  caverns.  But  you 
must,  however,  be  informed,  that  there  is  a  vast  difference 
between  your  character  and  manner  of  living  and  theirs. 
You  have  knowledge  of  the  merit  and  the  sin  of  any  action, 
of  justice  and  injustice,  of  paradise  and  hell,  while  they  are 
ignorant  of  all  these ;  you  are  men,  while  they  are  brutes 
in  the  shape  of  human  beings  ;  you  are  wise,  while  they  are 
foolish  ;  your  food  consists  of  corn,  vegetables,  &c.,  while 
they  can  with  difficulty  procure  food  sufficient  to  keep 
themselves  alive.  It  is  this  superiority  of  yours  that  makes 
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you  more  subject  than  the  savages,  who  know  no  better,  to 
the  severe  censure  of  the  civilized  world.  As  T  have  your 
welfare  at  heart,  I  do  not  think  it  improper,  as  you  say, 
(notwithstanding  the  practice  of  infanticide  existing  amongst 
the  savages,)  to  show  you  the  true  path  leading  to  your 
happiness  in  this  and  in  the  next  world. 

44.  Rajpoot. — Sir,  there  is  no  sin  in  killing  a  female  in¬ 
fant  the  moment  it  comes  into  the  world,  but  to  put  it  to 
death,  after  having  suffered  it  to  remain  for  a  day  or  two, 
is  sin,  to  avoid  which  we  kill  it  at  the  proper  time. 

45.  j Brahman. — You  are  wrong  in  your  judgment,  which 
you  will  perceive  from  the  passage  that  I  now  bring  to  your 
notice  from  our  Dharma-Shastra : — 

Gayatri  Punchanga. 

“  By  repeating  ten  Chores  Gayatri  a  man  may  be  freed 
from  the  guilt  of  killing  a  Brahman  or  of  drinking  liquor,, 
but  never  from  that  of  a  murder  of  a  foetus.” 

Now,  reflect  seriously  upon  this,  which  proves  it  a  folly 
in  those  who  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  sin  in  extin- 
o'uishinsc  the  life  of  a  female  infant  at  the  moment  it  comes 
into  existence.  If  a  person  who  causes  an  abortion  in  a 
womb,  is  never  to  be  freed  from  guilt  by  any  kind  of 
penance,  then  how  can  you,  who  murder  female  infants, 
expect  freedom  from  the  guilt  of  the  cruel  act,  and  its  con¬ 
sequent  punishment  ?  The  murder  of  an  infant  of  either 
sex,  of  a  moment's  existence,  or  of  that  of  an  hour’s,  a  day’s, 
a  month’s,  or  a  year’s  existence,  is  the  same  in  the  eyes  of 
God,  and  of  the  legislature  of  all  nations,  except  yours. 

46.  Rajpoot. — Now,  I  do  not  feel  shame  to  acknowledge 
to  you,  that  you  have  totally  destroyed  all  my  excuses  for 
Female  Infanticide,  and  the  series  of  arguments  which  you 
have  brought  forward,  have  raised  a  full  conviction 
in  my  mind,  of  the  heinousness  of  the  act  ;  which,  I 
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find,  has  not  a  single  voice  in  its  favour  in  any  religion, 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  laws  of  all  religions  equally 
condemn  it.  It  therefore  behoves  me  to  give  up  the 
inhuman  practice  of  Female  Infanticide,  which,  I  do 
hereby  declare,  it  is  my  intention  to  renounce  for  ever,  for 
the  sake  of  my  own  happiness,  as  well  as  for  the  credit  of 
the  Hindoo  faith;  and  hope  that  my  countrymen,  upon  the 
perusal  of  this  dialogue  between  us,  will  be  convinced  like 
myself  of  the  atrocity  of  the  crime,  and  will  eventually  be 
led  to  banish  it  from  their  houses,  as  an  enemy  to  their  wel¬ 
fare  ;  and,  having  preserved  their  daughters,  to  get  them 
married  at  the  best  of  their  respective  means.  And  I  re¬ 
quest  you,  sir,  to  offer  a  prayer  on  my  behalf  to  the  Father 
of  mankind  to  forgive  my  past  sins,  which  I  have  commit¬ 
ted  through  ignorance  of  His  commands,  as  regards  the 
preservation  of  female  infants. 

47.  Brahman. — “  O  Lord  God,  of  infinite  goodness  and 
“  compassion,  whose  mercies  are  over  all  Thy  works,  who 
“  makest  the  sun  to  shine,  and  the  rain  to  descend,  upon 
“  the  ‘  unjust’  as  well  as  the  ‘just,’  and  art  kind  even  to 
“  the  most  unthankful  ;  I  humbly  beseech  Thee  to  look 
“  down  in  mercy  upon  this  Thy  unworthy  servant,  who 
11  hath  so  long  ‘  tram  pled  upon  the  riches  of  Thy  goodness, 
“  not  knowing  that  it  should  lead  to  repentance/  ” 

“Hide  Thy  face  from  his  sins,  and  blot  out  all  his  ini- 
“  quities. — I  beg  of  Thee  to  accept  his  repentance,  though 
“  late,  through  Thine  infinite  mercies.”* 

*  Dr.  Paley’s  “  Clergyman’s  Companion,”  p.  278, 
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TO  TJHE 

JADAJAS  AND  OTHER  RAJPOOT  TRIBES 

OF 

GOOJERAT, 

WHO  PRACTISE  FEMALE  INFANTICIDE. 


Fellow-Countrymen. 

Have  you  perused  the  foregoing  Dialogue  between  your 
countryman  and  a  Brahman  ?  Need  I  say  more  to  restrain 
you  from  the  perpetration  of  that  most  shocking  crime  of 
Female  Infanticide,  which  has  ruined  your  character  as 
heroes?  In  former  days  you  were  called  the  conquerors 
and  Rajas  of  countries,  but  now  you  have  no  conquest,  un¬ 
less  the  murder  of  your  female  infants,  who  can  offer  no 
resistance  to  your  blood-thirsty  hands,  can  be  called  so. 
Civilized  people  look  upon  you  with  feelings  of  horror,  which 
your  character  as  murderers  cannot  fail  to  produce. 

Your  pity  is  not  excited,  your  hearts  do  not  ache  at 
the  commission  of  this  brutal  act,  because  it  takes  place  out 
of  your  sight,  though  within  the  walls  of  your  houses.  I 
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dare  say,  if  you  were  to  witness  the  scene  personally,  that 
cries  for  mercy,  as  it  were,  raised  by  your  helpless  female 
infants,  would  move  your  hearts.  A  moment  of  serious 
reflection  upon  that  most  deplorable  condition  in  hell,  de¬ 
scribed  in  these  faithful  quotations  given  in  the  dialogue  from 
your  Hindoo  religious  books,  of  your  ancestors  who  had 
been  the  murderers  of  their  daughters,  will  no  longer  suffer 
you  to  adhere  to  this  sad  practice,  unless  you  disbelieve  the 
doctrines  of  your  religion,  and,  as  this  practice  is  highly 
condemned  by  every  religion  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  as 
a  sin  not  surpassed  in  its  enormity  by  any  other,  your  adhe¬ 
rence  to  it  will  be  recognised  in  the  light  of  Atheism. 

Reflect,  that  those  helpless  creatures  whom  you  put  to 
death  have  been  made  by  the  same  God  who  made  you, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  prefer  a  complaint  at  His  tribunal, 
and  to  demand  from  Him  justice  against  your  unnatural 
treatment  of  them.  What  defence  would  you  make  there 
in  justification  of  your  cruel  conduct  towards  your  female 
infants  ?  Your  excuses,  the  folly  of  which  has  been  shown, 
and  which  have  been  refuted  in  the  preceding  dialogue, 
will  not  be  a  good  defence  in  the  eyes  of  the  Great  Judge 
to  obtain  your  acquittal ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  ag¬ 
gravate  the  heinousness  of  the  crime.  Would  you  bring 
forward  your  ignorance  of  His  commands  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  daughters,  as  your  defence?  No;  you  could  not, 
because  it  is  not  unknown  to  Him,  that  many  friends  of 
humanity  have  repeatedly  brought  to  your  notice  His  ex¬ 
press  commands,  as  I  now  do.  Then  what  satisfaction  is  to 
be  given  to  the  plaintiffs,  your  daughters,  in  the  case  ?  Let 
me  answer  this  question  for  you  :  you  will  be  sentenced  to 
dwell  and  to  suffer  due  punishment,  in  the  dark  “  hell  Ta- 
misra,”  which  is  described  inGaruda  Purana  to  be  a  copper 
sheet  eight  thousand  miles  square,  below  which  fire  is  kin¬ 
dled,  and  above  fall  the  piercing  rays  ofthesun.* 

*  Mr.  Bhow  Dajee’s  Essay  on  Female  Infanticide,  pages  2  and  3. 
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Oh )  mothers  of  daughters,  you  are  the  offspring  of  kind 
parents,  who  have  preserved  their  daughters.  Then,  why 
do  you  cruelly  kill  your  daughters?  Have  you  been  de¬ 
prived  of  your  affections  towards  your  helpless  female  in¬ 
fants  by  your  being  settled  in  the  houses  of  the  murderers 
of  daughters  ?  Reflect  upon  your  mothers’  never-ceasing 
labour  in  rearing  you  up  with  affection  and  indulgence,  and 
upon  their  care  and  anxiety  in  avoiding  every  accident  cal¬ 
culated  to  injure  your  tender  limbs  when  you  were  in  in¬ 
fancy.  But  all  these  difficulties  which  they  encountered, 
were  not  only  on  account  of  the  depth  of  affection  which 
they  bore  to  you,  but  were  in  strict  unison  with  the  laws  of 
God  and  man ;  why  then,  should  it  hurt  you  to  rear  up 
your  daughters  to  maturity?  You  have  taken  a  taint 
from  the  false  pride  of  your  husbands,  and  consider,  like 
them,  the  murder  of  your  daughters  as  an  act  of  duty, 
which  you  would  condemn  as  most  detestable,  had  you 
been  married  with  the  people  of  other  castes.  You  either 
kill  with  your  own  hands,  or  allow  your  nurses  to  destroy, 
infants  whom  you  have  suffered  to  remain  for  nine  months 
in  your  womb,  when  they  prove  to  be  females.  What  ac¬ 
count  will  you  give  to  God  of  this  heinous  violation  of  every 
sacred  tie  between  yourselves  and  your  children  of  either 
sex?  If  you  pay  due  attention  to  what  is  said  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  dialogue  against  this  inhuman  system  of  child-mur¬ 
der,  prevalent  among  your  tribe,  you  will  clearly  see  the 
magnitude  of  the  crime.  The  mothers  of  other  countries, 
who  delight  in  the  preservation  of  their  daughters,  express 
utter  detestation  of  your  wicked  conduct,  and  say,  that  you 
must  be  destitute  of  feminine  virtues.  A  mother  without 
affection  for  her  young  children  is  to  be  compared  to  a  cloud 
without  rain.  You  will  perhaps  say,  that  you  are  bound, 
as  wives,  to  obey  the  mandates  of  your  husbands,  who  re¬ 
quire  you  to  commit  this  inhuman  act ;  but,  if  that  be  the 
case,  I  ask,  would  you  commit  suicide,  or  kill  your  fathers 
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and  mothers,  if  ordered  to  that  effect?  No,  you  would  not, 
unless  you  were  mad.  But  hear  me,  you  have  a  wrong 
idea  of  obedience  due  to  your  husbands.  Your  Maker  re¬ 
quires  your  submission  only  to  such  of  your  husbands’ 
commands  as  have  virtue  for  their  basis.  He  requires 

X 

you  to  shun  your  husbands’  houses,  and  to  reside  and  pass 
the  remainder  of  your  lives  at  those  of  your  kind  parents, 
rather  than  imbrue  your  hands  in  the  blood  of  your  innocent 
female  infants.  You  should  exert  your  influence  with  your 
husbands  to  restrain  them  from  the  commission  of  this 
horrid  deed.  When  one  of  you  is  ordered  to  perpetrate  it, 
you  should  produce  your  crying,  new-born  infant  to  your 
husband,  and  address  him  in  such  terms  as  these :  t(  O, 
dear  soul,  look  to  the  brilliant  eyes  of  this  our  female  infant, 
full  of  pearl-like  tears,  imploring  at  our  hands  her  preserva¬ 
tion.  God  has  sent  her  to  enjoy  this  world’s  happiness,  as 
is  the  case  with  us,  and  she  is  entitled  to  the  same  amount 
of  protection  at  our  hands  as  we  have  received  from  our  res¬ 
pective  parents.  Why  do  you  then  command  me  to  destroy 
the  tender  fruit  of  our  bodies,  thereby  provoking  God’s 
wrath,  and  consequently  bringing  down  upon  us  misery 
in  this  world,  and  severe  punishment  in  the  next,  as  describ¬ 
ed  in  our  Dharma-Sbastras  ?  I  entreat  that  you  permit 
me  to  nourish  her  with  the  milk  which  God  has  infused 
into  my  breasts  for  that  purpose.”  By  such  a  pathetic  ad¬ 
dress,  try  to  melt  the  cruel  hearts  of  your  husbands,  and 
save  yourselves  and  them  from  the  punishment  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  dialogue.  You  will  observe  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  narrative,  related  by  a  gentleman,  that  the  murder  of  a 
child  of  either  sex  is  held  in  great  abhorrence  by  other 
nations,  who  punish  the  perpetrator  with  death: — 

“  It  occurred  in  Russia  some  few  years  ago  that  a  woman, 
accompanied  by  three  of  her  children,  were  one  day  in  a 
sledge,  when  they  were  pursued  by  a  number  of  wolves.  On 
this,  she  put  the  horse  into  a  gallop,  and  drove  towards  her 
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home,  from  which  she  was  not  far  distant,  with  all  possible 
speed.  All,  however,  would  not  avail,  for  the  ferocious  ani¬ 
mals  gained  upon  her,  and  were  at  last  on  the  point  of  rush¬ 
ing  on  the  sledge.  For  the  preservation  of  her  own  life,  and 
those  of  the  remaining  children,  the  poor  frantic  creature 
now  took  one  of  her  babes,  ancj  cast  it  a  prey  to  her  blood¬ 
thirsty  pursuers.  This  stopped  their  career  for  a  moment ; 
but  after  devouring  the  little  innocent,  they  renewed  their 
pursuit,  and  a  second  time  came  up  with  the  vehicle.  The 
mother,  driven  to  desperation,  resorted  to  the  same  horrible 
expedient,  and  threw  her  ferocious  assailants  another  of  her 
offspring.  To  cut  short  this  melancholy  story,  her  third 
child  was  sacrificed  in  a  similar  manner.  Soon  after  this 
the  wretched  being  reached  her  home  in  safety.  Here 
she  related  what  had  happened,  and  endeavoured  to  palliate 
her  own  conduct  by  describing  the  dreadful  alternative  to 
which  she  had  been  reduced.  A  peasant,  however,  who 
was  among  the  by-standers,  and  heard  the  recital,  took  up 
an  axe,  and  with  one  blow  cleft  her  skull  in  two,  saying  at 
the  same  time,  that  a  mother  who  could  thus  sacrifice  her 
children  for  the  preservation  of  her  own  life,  was  no  longer 
fit  to  live.”* 

Now  this  story  clearly  shows  to  us,  that  to  commit  infan¬ 
ticide,  even  under  the  circumstances  of  seemingly  indispen¬ 
sable  necessity,  is  viewed  with  great  abhorrence  by  all  na¬ 
tions.  Had  the  mother  not  resorted  to  the  cruel  but  wise  ex¬ 
pedient  of  throwing  her  three  children  successively  into  the 
mouths  of  the  hungry  wolves,  she,  with  her  three  young 
children,  and  a  horse,  would  apparently  have  fallen  victims 
to  the  ferocious  animals ;  yet,  such  is  the  hatred  in  every 
breast  to  such  unnatural  conduct,  that  the  mother,  though 
driven  by  the  painful  emergency  to  take  the  step  so  unna¬ 
tural  to  her  character  as  a  mother,  cannot  be  justified  in  it  • 
and  was  considered  by  the  peasant  who  despatched  her 
*  Lloyd’s  Field  Sports  of  the  N orth  of  Europe. 


not  fit  to  be  called  a  mother,  and  to  live  after  the  horrid 
deed.  But  can  you,  who  kill  your  daughters  with  your  own 
hands,  and  within  the  walls  of  your  houses,  where  there  is 
no  fear  from  wolves,  be  justified  in  your  inhuman  act?  If 
you  were  to  tell  the  people  of  other  countries  that  you  put 
an  end  to  your  new-born  female  infants  merely  to  save  your¬ 
selves  the  trouble  of  bringing  them  up,  and  your  husbands 
the  expenses  of  the  marriage  portions  of  your  daughters, 
and  the  dishonour  of  humbling  their  heads  to  others,  you 
would  be  torn  to  pieces  without  mercy,  and  tell  me,  do  you 
not  deserve  such  a  death? 

Ye,  our  mothers  !  We  have  to  tender  our  thanks  to  God 
for  the  blessing  that  you  have  not  stony  hearts  like  the 
cruel  Rajpootnees,  and  that  you  have  preserved  our  sisters, 
with  whom  we  have  passed  in  play  the  happy  days  of  our 
youth. 

Ye  nurses  !  You  enter  the  houses  of  Rajpoots,  and,  for 
the  sake  of  your  stomachs,  undertake  the  destruction  of  the 
invaluable  souls  of  their  daughters.  Why  do  you  not  re¬ 
flect  upon  the  nature  of  the  crime  you  perpetrate?  For 
what  does  God  send  you — to  assist  women  in  time  of  la¬ 
bour,  or  to  kill  the  new-born  infants  which  come  with 
your  assistance  into  life?  Do  not  your  hands  tremble 
when  you  require  them  to  do  the  bloody  deed  ?  and  do  not 
the  dying  groans  of  the  innocent  infants  work  upon  your 
cruel  hearts  ?  What  answer  will  you  give  to  God  for  your 
undertaking  this  act,  which  the  nurses  of  all  other  countries 
hold  in  horror  ?  Have  you  no  fear  of  the  severe  punishment 
in  hell,  as  mentioned  in  your  religious  books,  and  quoted 
in  the  foregoing  dialogue,  and  to  which  you  make  your¬ 
selves  liable  by  your  demoniac  conduct  ?  For  the  love  of 
money  you  lose  an  eternity  of  happiness  in  the  next  world. 
If  a  person  commit  a  robbery,  and  another  buy  or  keep  the 
goods,  knowing  them  to  be  stolen  property,  the  British  law 
inflicts  equal  punishment  upon  both  the  robber  and  the 
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buyer  or  receiver ;  because  the  readiness  of  the  latter  in  re¬ 
ceiving  or  buying  such  goods,  encourages  robbery ;  and  in 
the  same  manner  the  British  Government  will  now  endea¬ 
vour  to  punish  you,  because  your  employers  feel  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  procuring  the  services  of  such  wicked  nurses  as 
vou,  for  the  destruction  of  their  innocent  female  infants. 
Therefore,  follow  my  advice,  and  turn  from  the  commission 
of  these  bloody  deeds.  Repent  for  your  past  sins,  and  beg 
forgiveness  from  the  most  merciful  God,  who  alone  can 
effect  your  redemption  from  that  punishment  in  hell,  for 
He  is  a  forgiver,  and  looks  unto  you  for  a  true  repentance 
of  your  sins. 

Some  ignorant  and  poor  Jadajas  say,  “  Let  this  ancient 
practice  be  first  abolished  from  the  houses  of  great  men  of 
our  community,  and  we  will  follow  their  example.”  But 
this  is  folly  plain  as  a  mirror.  If  a  custom  be  a  bad  one, 
it  cannot  require  any  one’s  example  to  abolish  it;  if  it  be  a 
good  one,  no  person’s  example  is  sufficient  to  justify  its 
abolition.  But  this  practice  is  universally  allowed  to  be 
unnatural,  and  against  your  Hindoo  religion,  and  contrary  to 
the  usages  of  mankind ;  even  the  arguments  you  urge  in 
favor  of  it  are  unbecoming  to  your  character  as  rational  men. 

Female  Infanticide,  is,  besides,  a  crime  against  society  : 
it  unfits  a  man  for  one  and  all  of  his  duties  to  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  hardens  him  for  the  perpetration  of  every 
evil  and  abomination  which  it  is  the  duty  of  a  civilized  Go¬ 
vernment  to  suppress,  and  of  every  good  man  to  avoid. 
The  murderer  of  a  female  infant  can  neither  be  a  good  hus¬ 
band,  nor  a  good  wife,  nor  a  good  neighbour,  nor  a  good 
friend.  No  one  will  trust  to  the  keeping  of  such  a  per¬ 
son,  either  his  property  or  his  life.  You,  who  do  not  fear 
to  kill  your  own  helpless  daughters  for  the  sake  of  money, 
will  not  hesitate  to  endanger  the  lives  of  others  for  the 
same  sordid  purpose.  Your  wives,  who  do  not  fear  God 
in  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  innocent  fe- 
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male  infants,  may  not  scruple  some  time  to  deprive  you  of 
your  lives  to  carry  out  their  evil  wishes. 

Your  daughters,  were  you  to  bring  them  up,  might  form 
ornaments  to  your  families;  their  minds  might  imbibe  a 
knowledge  of  arts  and  sciences,  and  their  hearts  might  also 
be  the  seat  of  virtues,  but  all  these  their  prospects,  you, 
their  cruel  parents,  blast  by  putting  an  end  to  their  exist¬ 
ence.  Having  practised  such  a  cruelty,  you  will  not  shrink 
from  treason  and  spoliation. 

Every  one  of  you  must  renounce  this  heinous  practice,  or 
give  up  your  Hindoo  religion,  for  Hinduism  and  Female 
Infanticide  cannot  be  reconciled. 

To  advocate  Female  Infanticide  is  to  set  up  your  wisdom 
above  the  wisdom  of  God.  That  He  has  wisely  forbidden 
you  from  the  act,  is  clearly  shown  to  you  in  the  preceding 
pages. 

Does  there  exist  any  natural  necessity  for  Female  Infan¬ 
ticide  ?  I  say,  no;  all  other  nations  take  delight  in  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  their  daughters.  What  !  Kill  none  of  the 
daughters  ?  Yes,  I  say  none.  Need  I  repeat  why  ?  Would 
you  allow  a  murderer  to  go  unpunished,  if  he  said  that  it 
was  the  first  murder  which  he  had  committed,  and  that 
therefore  he  deserved  no  punishment?  No,  you  would  not 
accept  such  a  plea;  but  would  pronounce  a  sentence  of 
death  upon  him.  When  such  an  excuse  is  not  acceptable 
in  the  eyes  of  a  mortal,  then  how  can  you  expect  the  All¬ 
wise  God  to  allow  you  to  escape  due  punishment  in  hell 
upon  your  pleading,  “  O  God,  do  not  consign  me  into  hell  ; 
it  was  but  the  first  time  I  committed  Female  Infanticide. ’’ 
The  murder  of  one  female  infant,  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Hindoo  religion,  as  mentioned  in  the  dialogue,  is  as 
great  a  sin  as  murdering  one  hundred  women,  ten  thousand 
Brahmans,  or  one  million  cows.  What  an  enormous  sin  is 
this  !  To  expect  God  to  pass  over  it  without  any  notice,  is 
the  height  of  folly  in  you. 


4(1 


If  you  feel  the  magnitude  of  the  sin  of  Female  Infanticide, 
then  sit  not  in  silence,  but  banish  it  from  your  houses  ;  en¬ 
treat  your  relations,  friends,  and  neighbours  to  refrain  from 

the  commission  of  it.  Remember,  that  those  who  are  ill¬ 
's 

strumental  in  turning  their  countrymen  from  their  errors, 
and  in  showing  them  the  path  of  virtue,  which  contributes 
to  their  happiness,  shall  not  lose  their  reward  at  the  hands 
of  the  Great  Invisible. 

Many  inconsiderate  Jadajas  say,  “We  are  heroes,  and 
our  business  is  to  slay/’  I  ask,  are  there  no  heroes  to  be 
found  in  other  countries?  Do  they  kill  also  their  daughters 
as  you  do  ?  Hear  me !  A  true  hero  is  one  who  boldly  faces 
danger  in  a  good  cause;  as  for  instance,  to  save  a  fellow- 
creature  from  hurt  or  danger,  to  protect  the  property  of 
others  from  violence,  to  defend  his  country  and  religion 
from  the  attacks  of  enemies,  in  each  case  with  some  risk  to 
his  person  and  life.  But,  dear  friends,  you  cannot  be 
reckoned  among  heroes,  because  we  see  a  hero  is  required 
to  protect  the  lives  of  his  fellow-creatures;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  you  who  are  false  heroes,  kill  your  own  daughters. 
Your  wicked  conduct,  gentle  friends,  justifies  me  to  call  you 
butchers  of  human  beings  instead  of  heroes.  Is  there  any 
difference  between  you  and  butchers  ?  I  see  none.  They 
kill  animals  to  profit  by  their  sale,  and  you  kill  your  daugh¬ 
ters  to  save  your  money  from  being  expended  on  their  pre¬ 
servation  and  marriage.  But,  I  must  however  tell  you,  that 
the  acts  of  the  butchers  can  be  justified,  because  it  is  their 
profession,  and  they  supply  the  demand  of  those  persons 
who  live  upon  animal  food  ;  but  the  slaughter  of  your 
daughters  can  on  no  account  be  justified,  for  Female  Infan¬ 
ticide  is  not  your  professed  occupation,  nor  is  there  de¬ 
mand  for  the  dead  bodies  of  your  murdered  daughters. 

You  may  think  these  strong  expressions,  but  they  show 
the  current  of  public  opinion,  and  the  deep  abhorrence 
with  which  reflecting  men  view  this  baneful  practice. 


47 


Yoa  say,  that  you  honor  your  ancestors  by  upholding 
this  practice.  The  folly  of  this  excuse  is  already  exposed 
in  the  dialogue.  Listen  to  what  I  say.  You  grossly  err  in 
this  point.  You  know  that  the  present  rulers  of  this  coun¬ 
try  are  the  English.  They  have  not  always  been  as  they 
are  now.  Eighteen  hundred  years  ago  their  ancestors’ 
clothes  were  made  of  skins  of  wild  beasts,  and  they 
painted  their  bodies  with  many  ugly  figures.  They  were  so 
cruel  as  to  burn  alive  a  multitude  of  people  as  sacrifices  to 
their  false  gods,  when  commanded  to  do  so  by  their  priests, 
the  Druids. 

See  how  different  are  the  English  people  now  !  They 
have  the  finest  clothes ;  they  are  kind,  and  good ;  they  are 
rich  and  powerful. 

And  what  do  you  think  is  the  cause  of  this  great  revolu¬ 
tion  in  their  manners  and  customs  ?  Why  have  the  foolish 
become  wise? — the  cruel,  kind? — the  poor,  rich  ? — the  weak, 
powerful? — and  the  miserable,  happy?  The  reason  is  this, 
that  the  English  have  sought  after  and  found  true  know¬ 
ledge  ;  that  they  have  tried  to  act  according  to  the  will  of 
God  ;  that  they  have  retained  the  virtues  of  their  ancestors, 
and  rejected  their  vices. 

And  now,  my  dear  friends,  let  me  ask  you  why  do  you 
differ  so  much  from  them  ?  Are  they  born  with  better 
minds  than  you  ?  No.  Why,  then,  do  they  differ  so  much 
from  you?  The  true  cause  is  this,  that  they  have  shunned 
the  wicked  practices  of  their  ancestors,  while  you  adhere  to 
those  of  yours,  such  as  Female  Infanticide;  they  possess 
knowledge,  and  act  according  to  the  will  of  God  as  expressed 
in  their  Scriptures  :  “  Thou  shalt  not  commit  murder 
while  you  have  less  knowledge,  and  your  conduct  is  in  di¬ 
rect  opposition  to  His  will,  which,  ,as  contained  in  your 
Dharma-Shastras,  enjoins  on  you  not  to  commit  Female 
Infanticide. 

Can  you  attach  any  blame  to  the  present  English  for  the 
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renouncement  of  the  cruel  custom  of  their  ancestors,  that  of 
burning:  human  being’s  alive?  You  cannot.  Then  what 

o  o 

hinders  you,  dear  friends,  fro^n  doing  away  with  your  ances¬ 
tral  practice  of  Female  Infanticide?  I  take  the  liberty  to 
answer  for  you.  Nothing  but  the  love  of  money,  combined 
with  false  pride,  and  the  fear  of  the  blame  of  a  few  ignorant 
persons.  You  lay  a  claim  to  civilization,  and  yet  you  do 
not  feel  a  disposition  for  the  exercise  of  the  virtues  of  civi¬ 
lized  men.  Your  claim  is,  therefore,  denied. 

Hear,  O  Rajas,  Thakores,  and  Rajpoots,  who  practise 
Female  Infanticide  !  You  try  to  conceal  the  murder  of  your 
female  infants,  thereby  showing  that  you  are  ashamed  of  it 
in  your  own  hearts  ;  but  how  can  it  escape  detection  from 
the  eye  of  God,  to  whom  nothing  is  secret?  The  sovereignty 
of  God  over  kings  and  people  may  be  partially  hidden  from 
the  eye  of  men  ;  but  there  are  events  in  the  earthly  career 
of  men,  in  which  His  Almighty  power  is  clearly  demon¬ 
strated.  When  a  ship  sails  smoothly  on  the  wide  ocean, 
the  crew  and  the  passengers  remain  careless,  and  forget 
the  arms  of  God  which  protect  them.  But  when  the  stormy 
wind  overtakes  them,  when  the  billows  wash  the  deck, 
when  the  sails  are  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  thoughtless  people 
mount  up  on  the  billows,  and  go  down  into  the  deep,  then 
the  Almighty  God  appears  to  them  in  the  midst  of  the 
storm,  the  danger  of  which  can  only  be  avoided  by  the  aid 
of  His  mighty  hands.  All  eyes  then  behold  Him,  all  hearts 
tremble  before  Him,  and  the  most  impious,  falling  on  their 
knees,  pray  from  the  recesses  of  their  hearts  for  their  pre¬ 
servation  from  a  watery  grave. 

Ye  friends  !  have  the  fear  of  His  sovereignty  over  you, 
and  think  what  will  you  do  when  He  shall  visit  you  with 
His  wrath. 

What  a  fountain  of  Mercy  is  our  Creator,  that  your 
crime  is  not  already  visited  with  His  indignation !  Awake,  I 
say,  dear  friends,  from  your  slumber  of  carelessness ;  there 
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is  time  enough  for  you  to  repent  for  your  past  sins.  He 
will  no  longer  suffer  you,  who  are  murderers  of  your  female 
infants,  to  act  against  His  express  will  with  impunity.  If 
He  wished,  He  could  sweep  you  in  an  instant  from  the  face 
of  the  world,  as  abusers  of  His  gifts  and  goodness. 

But  it  is  painful  to  proceed.  Are  wise  men  to  allow 
Female  Infanticide  to  go  uncondemned  and  unresisted  ? 
To  do  so  were  to  declare  that  they  possess  no  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity.  You  must  consider  this  practice  as  not  only  op¬ 
posed  to  the  laws  of  God,  but  inimical  to  your  own  peace  and 
comfort.  Ye  wise  men  !  redeem  the  countries  which  now 
2Toan  under  the  burden  of  the  sin  of  Female  Infanticide. 

If  exhortations  and  persuasions  such  as  these  fail  in 
effecting  the  suppression  of  this  nefarious  system  of  child- 
murder,  to  which  you  obstinately  adhere,  the  benevolent 
British  Government  will  be  obliged  to  take  still  more 
stringent  steps  to  make  you  at  once  sensible  of  your  ob¬ 
stinacy  than  they  have  hitherto  done;  and  they  must  make 
severe  examples  of  the  perpetrators  of  this  cruel  deed,  when 
detected.  The  voices  of  all  religions  join  in  unison  for  this 
noble  end. 

What  can  induce  the  British  Government  to  make  such 
efforts  ?  What  can  prevail  upon  me  to  ask  the  preservation 
of  your  innocent  daughters,  except  the  cause  of  humanity  ? 

Return,  then,  from  your  dishonourable  course.  You  are 
degrading  your  noble  name,  you  are  ruining  yourselves,  you 
are  grossly  abusing  one  of  the  noblest  gifts  of  God.  Re¬ 
member  that  He  will  not  fail  to  punish  you  hereafter. 

I  now  ask,  will  the  wise  Rajpoots  persist  in  the  practice 
of  their  ancestors,  and  run  the  risk  of  punishment,  even  af¬ 
ter  all  the  admonitions  and  warnings  that  have  been  given  ? 
I  hope  they  will  not.  Then  unite  in  abolishing  Female  In¬ 
fanticide.  This  is  the  only  way  to  save  yourselves  from  an 
eternity  of  misery  and  punishment  which  awaits  you  in  the 
next  world ;  and,  in  the  same  way  as  Hamilcar  brought  his 
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son  Hannibal  to  the  altar  when  eight  years  of  age,  and  made 
him  swear  eternal  hatred  to'the  Romans,  let  every  one  of  you 
bring  your  sons  to  your  temples,  and  make  them  swear 
eternal  hatred  to  the  practice  of  Female  Infanticide,  which 
they  should  be  made  to  suppress. 

The  nature  of  this  subject  has  induced  me,  friends,  to 
condemn  your  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms  in  this  exhor¬ 
tation  •  but  I  must  tell  you  that  they  are  not  intended  to 
wound  your  feelings  :  they  are  calculated  to  do  you  good. 
I  apologize  to  you,  once  for  all,  if  I  have  given  you  unne¬ 
cessary  pain. 

Dear  friends,  I  must  now  take  leave  of  you,  and  I  do  so 
with  some  confidence  that  what  I  have  said  against  the 
monstrous  practice  of  Female  Infanticide,  will  produce  a 
salutary  effect,  and  that  my  endeavours  to  convince  you  of 
your  error  in  upholding  this  most  cruel,  abominable,  and 
barbarous  practice  of  your  ancestors,  will  not  have  been 
made  in  vain. 

O  God,  the  Source  of  knowledge,  the  Sun  of  Righteous¬ 
ness,  give  the  Jadajas,  and  other  Rajpoots  of  Guzerat, 
wisdom  to  distinguish  between  the  good  and  evil  practices 
of  their  ancestors,  and  by  Thy  effulgence  dispel  the  mist  of 
error  which  overhangs  the  Rajpoots. 

u  He  who  saveth  a  soul  alive,  shall  he  as  if  he  had  saved 
the  lives  of  all  mankind.”* 

*  Sale's  Koran,  chap.  v.  p.  86. 
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